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The Essentials

I. Basics of Bible Interpretation
A. All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is absolute truth.

: , But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; , And that from a child thou hast known the holy
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  , All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
fnstruction in righteousness. That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
WOrKS.

B. There is only one correct literal interpretation of scripture.

, Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
, For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man. but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.

C. God never gives everything about a particular subject in just one place and we must find all of the
scriptures to properly understand God's view on a subject.

: LI Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?
them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. , For precept must be upon
precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:

# "', Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which
testify of me.

D. We must take the literal interpretation of a scripture unless doing so contradicts other scriptures. Then
we must let scripture interpret scripture. There are figures of speech in the Bible (such as the "feathers
of God" in Psalms 91). Truth will always have several witnesses. If a person bases a doctrine on only one
verse of scripture, then they are usually errant.

$ , This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses
shall every word be established.

E. Every passage of scripture has one primary meaning but many applications. We must study to "rightly
divide the Word of truth."

, Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly a’/V/a’/ng the word of truth. , But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will
increase unto more ungodliness.

IT. An Overview of Salvation

A. There are over 1700 denominations in the world. How do we know which is the correct way to
believe? By carefully studying the scriptures and allowing scripture to interpret scripture. If my opinion
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contradicts scripture then my opinion is wrong. The most common question that everyone wants to talk
about is "salvation" and rightfully so. Let's use our rules of interpretation that we have learned above
and look at what the scripture says about salvation.

1. We want to take a literal view of the scriptures, so let's begin by defining the Greek word used in the
New Testament for Salvation. The word is: % & - to save a suffering one; to deliver, protect, heal, and
preserve. In religion, to deliver from the effects of sin, which is eternal death.

2. When we say that God "saves us" then we are saying that God has forgiven our sins, and got us ready
to escape the judgment of this world. He is also protecting us, healing the issues in our lives and
relationships, and delivering us from day to day situations. Being "saved" is not something that you get
once and never lose, but a state of living for God in which we must continue.

B. How am I saved? We cannot take just one scripture and build our doctrine on that verse alone while
ignoring others that we do not like. We must take ALL the scriptures on a subject and obey ALL of them.
Here are some basic scriptures on salvation:

: , Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us,
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

# , For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everilasting life.
“H# receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. , But

be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
baptism doth also now save us.

- ! , Repent, and be baptized every one of yau //7 the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and ye sha// receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. *, For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. , And with many
other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

C D , he that endureth to the end shall be saved.
. * v Y, Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved:
# * , ITam the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.

, Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is
none else.
-t , And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.
T+, 1, For by grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God:
- C - , He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be
damned. , And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they

5/7a// speak W/z‘h new tongues;
- , For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
. 1 , For we are saved by hope:
. That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath ralsed him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

C. We must take all of these scriptures and believe them. All of these scriptures and the hundreds more
in the Bible can be described in four steps. In other words, every scripture that instructs us on salvation
fall under these four categories.
1./
e D , But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

- , So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

T+, , In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
sa/vatlon in whom a/so after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
% , For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it

pleased God by the foo//shness of preaching to save them that believe.



2. ., -
" C D , From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven
/s at hand.
- , I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
', The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;, but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
- We will study Repentance in detail in Lesson #3.
3. 1 2,
- , And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the
name of the Lord
- , And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all
nat/ons, beg/nn/ng at Jerusalem.
C# Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
* We will study Water Baptism in detail in Lesson #4.
4 . " * 3 04 5
: , But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God awell in you.
Now ifan y man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
o For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence.
- And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Sp/r/t gave them utterance.
: While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the
word. . . . on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. , For they heard them speak
W/th tongues and magnify God.

He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said
unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. . . .  And when Paul had
laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them, and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

* We will study the Holy Ghost in detail in Lesson # 5.



The Bible

0] D , For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

0 D C 3 2 4, God means what He says. What He says goes. His powerful Word
s sharp as a surgeon's scalpel, cutting through everything, whether doubt or defense, laying us open to
listen and obey. Nothing and no one is impervious to God's Word. We can’t get away from it -- no matter
what.

I. Basic Bible Facts

A. The Bible contains 66 books, 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament.

B. There are 1,189 chapters, 31,173 verses, and 773,692 words in the Bible.

C. There are 36 authors, writing from 3 continents, spread over 1,500 years.

D. The Old Testament is written in Hebrew with the exception of parts of the book of Daniel such as
chapter 7 which is written in Aramaic. The New Testament is written in Greek (an older version
called Koine Greek) except for a phrase here and there which is in Aramaic and Hebrew. (Jesus
spoke all three languages)

E. The scriptures were copied continually by hand by men called "scribes" until the printing press was
invented in 1450. The first book ever printed on a printing press was the Bible.

F. The chapter and verse divisions are not inspired of God and were put there by men so that we
could find specific portions of scripture easier. The scriptures were divided into chapters by
Cardinal Hugo in 1250 A.D. They were divided into the familiar verse format in 1551 by an
Englishman, Sir Robert Stephens.

G. Fun facts:

. Longest book — Psalms

. Shortest book - II John

. Longest chapter - Psalms 119

. Shortest chapter - Psalms 117

. Middle chapter - Psalms 118

. Longest verse - Esther 8:9

. Shortest verse - John 11:35 "Jesus wept."
. Middle verse - Psalms 118:8

ONOUTDhWN -

II. How Can We Know That Our Modern Day Bible Is Accurate?

A. By translating from many "original" manuscripts - We have approximately 113 complete New
Testament manuscripts and many fragments of these books. There are numerous copies and
fragments of the Old Testament manuscripts. These various manuscripts are from different
regions of the world and different time periods. The fact that they generally agree and say the
same things, tell us that if translators use all of these manuscripts, our English Bible will be
extremely close to the original.

B. The scribe's accuracy in copying the scriptures - The velum or parchment upon which the
scriptures were first written has a life-span of less than 30 years. Therefore, throughout history,
they had to be continually copied and passed down through the years. Men called "scribes"
were commissioned to copy the scriptures by hand. Their method was as follows:

1. The scribe would read a word of the scripture.
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2. He would then pronounce it clearly aloud.

3. He would then carefully write the word on the new parchment and then move on to the
next word!

4. At the end of the page, a rabbi would count the words in the column, and compare it
with the number of words in the column of the original. If there was a discrepancy in
the numbers, the page was discarded and the scribe started over!

5. There are very few scribe errors in our copies of the scriptures because of their
meticulous method of copying. Jesus' condemnation of the scribes of His day was not
because of their work of copying scriptures but because many of them had decided that
since they had the important job of passing the scriptures on through the generations,
that they were also the only people who could interpret scriptures correctly.

By Jesus and the Early Church's use of the Septuagint - In the time between the Old and the
New Testament, Alexander the Great and His Grecian army conquered the known world. He
caused the universal language of the world at that time to become Greek. The Jewish leaders
realized that the Old Testament scriptures needed to be translated from Hebrew into Greek. In
Alexandria, Egypt, 70 prominent Jewish scholars produced a Greek version of the Old Testament
called the Septuagint. Jesus and His disciples placed their blessing upon the Septuagint, by
preaching and teaching from it. When Peter quoted a scripture, he was quoting the Septuagint.
If it was corrupt or inherently faulty, then they would not have used it. The Septuagint became
the official Old Testament used in the Apostolic Church.

C. The Dead Sea Scrolls - In the spring of 1947, two young shepherd boys were looking for a lost

goat in the wilderness area between Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. One boy saw a cave and
threw a rock down into it so see if the cave was deep. The rock struck pottery and the boy
heard the smashing of a clay pot. To make a long story short, they had discovered one of the
greatest modern day discoveries of scriptural significance: a Jewish sect had hidden over 800
scrolls and fragments carefully wrapped in leather and sealed in clay pots. They dated from
before the time of Christ, and gave the world the oldest copies of the Old Testament scriptures
in existence. When the manuscripts were checked with our scriptures today, very few mistakes
were found. Our modern Old Testament is almost exactly as it was before the time of Christ!

III. Divisions of the Bible

A. The Bible is not necessarily in chronological order, but is instead grouped by categories. The Old
Testament was largely assembled and grouped by Ezra. The New Testament was compiled by
the Early Church. The first five books are commonly referred to as the "Torah" or the
"Pentateuch" and were all written by Moses. "Minor" prophets were just as important as "Major"
prophets, but wrote smaller books. Here are the divisions of the scripture:

64
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Genesis Joshua Job Isaiah Hosea
Exodus Judges Psalms Jeremiah Joel
Leviticus Ruth Proverbs Lamentations Amos
Numbers I Samuel Ecclesiastes Ezekiel Obadiah
Deuteronomy II Samuel Song of Solomon Daniel Jonah

I Kings Micah

IT Kings Nahum

I Chronicles Habakkuk

II Chronicles Zephaniah

Ezra Haggai

Nehemiah Zechariah

Esther Malachi



B. The "Gospels" tell the story of the Life of Jesus Christ. "Epistle" means a letter. We are not
completely sure if Paul wrote the Book of Hebrews.

8)
5 , 14 (0] 9 +, 4 6 +, |4 —
Matthew Acts Romans James Revelation
Mark I/1I Corinthians I/11 Peter
Luke Galatians I/I1/111 John
John Ephesians Jude
Philippians
Colossians
I/II Thessalonians
I/II Timothy
Hebrews?

IV. The Canon of Scripture

A. How did the people that put the books of the Bible together know that these particular books
were the very Word of God? A Bible scholar would ask this same question by saying "Explain the
canonicity of scripture." No serious conservative scholars have ever doubted the authenticity of
the books of the Old Testament. By quoting from the Septuagint, Jesus placed His blessing upon
the books assembled by Ezra as the Word of God.

1. In 1546, the Catholic Church added a group of books to the Old Testament of the
Catholic Bible called the Apocrypha (it means "hidden"). They are Jewish history books
written during the time between the Testaments. We do not accept or use the
Apocrypha books as scripture because of the following reasons:

a. The Apostles and the Early Church and the Jewish people did not consider
them scripture.

b. Jesus and the Apostles never quoted or referred to the Apocrypha. There are
263 direct quotations and 370 references to passages of the Old Testament in
the New Testament and not one mention of the Apocrypha.

¢. They were written during a time when God was not actively speaking to His
people and therefore cannot be "divinely inspired."

B. The New Testament was assembled by the Early Apostolic Church and is the writings of the
Apostles and leaders of the Early Church. The only serious doubt about the authenticity of any
book was about the Book of Revelation simply because nobody of that time understood it. There
was never a doubt as to the Apostle John being the author. Peter referred to Paul's writings as
scripture (II Peter 3:15-16) and Paul referred to Peter's as such (Galatians 2:8).

1. To be able to write scripture, the Apostles had to be "eye witnesses" of the life of Jesus
Christ (II Peter 1:16). Every author of the New Testament was an eye witness to the
physical life of Jesus Christ and the beginning of the Early Apostolic Church. You and I
can write a book about the Bible such as this lesson, but we cannot write our own
"scripture" because we were not "eye witnesses" of the life of Jesus Christ and therefore
the Holy Ghost will not anoint us in that way.

V. Bible Translations
A. The most commonly asked question is which version of the Bible should I use? Most of us cannot
read the scriptures in the original Hebrew and Greek, so we must use a translation. There are
many different English translations, each with their own strengths and weaknesses. Here are
some key points to remember about Bible translations:




1. There is a difference between a translation and a revision. A translation goes to the original
languages and translates them into English.

2. A revision rewords a translation.

B. English translations can be roughly grouped into four categories:

1. Literal translations - the translators try to keep the wording and scriptures as close to the
original text as possible. The King James Version is the most popular literal translation.
The strengths of literal translations are that they are much more accurate to the original
text and are therefore better to study doctrines and great truths. Their chief drawback is
that it often takes some extra study to learn Hebrew figures of speech, culture, customs,
and the original meaning of the words. Some of the literal translations such as the King
James Version, and the Revised Standard Version are so old that some of the English
words used have become obsolete or changed in the way that they are used. There have
been revisions that have tried to correct these flaws such as the New King James Version.

2. Free translations - where possible, translators try to somewhat follow the original text, but
will occasionally rephrase a passage or substitute an appropriate figure of speech to make
the text more "readable." The New International Version is a good example of a "free
translation." The strengths of such translations are that they are easier to read and often
help explain difficult verses involving customs, feasts, or ancient manners. The downside
is that translators sometimes get their facts wrong and may misrepresent what the
scripture is saying. Carefully checking a free translation against a literal one will ensure
that the translator has rendered the passage correctly.

3. Paraphrase - In these translations the translator rephrases the verses so they convey in
plain language what he/she feels is the primary meaning of these verses. Some
paraphrases can be quite helpful. Others are quite misleading. The most popular
paraphrase ever published is called 7he Living Bible. Another recent one is entitled 7he
Message. Paraphrases are extremely easy to read and understand and often read like a
novel. Unfortunately they also tend to leave out many facts and tend to be highly
reflective of the translator's religious views.

4. Expanded - In expanded translations a Greek or Hebrew scholar seeks to provide in English
all possible meanings of a word in the text. For example, let's say that a translator comes
across the Greek word “phrisso.” It can mean to bristle and react in defense. It can also
mean to shudder with chills or fear. Most translators choose the meaning that they think
fits best in the context and the word is rendered as "tremble" in James 2:19 KJV. An
expanded translation would try to put both meanings in the verse. One common
expanded version is called Phillips Modern English. They can be very helpful in
understanding scripture but can sometimes also be extremely hard to read.

C. To outline the difference between the translations, let's look at one verse of scripture in each
category as we close this lesson. We will use James 2:19 as an example.

1. Here's the original Greek, if we just literally translated the words into English it would say,
"You believe that is one God do well the demons also believe and tremble" ("tremble"
could be translated as "bristle" or "shudder").

2. Thou believest that there is one God, thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

(- 3# : -4 4 4 )

3. You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe-- and tremble!
(8 D): 3# : -4 4 4 %*

4. You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-- and shudder.
(8 D 43 - 4 )

5. Are there still some among you who hold that "only believing” is enough? Believing in one
God? Well, remember that the demons believe this too-- so strongly that they tremble in
terron < * 32 4 , , 4 =

6. Do I hear you professing to believe in the one and only God, but then observe you
complacently sitting back as if you had done something wonderful? That's just great.



Demon’s do that, but what good does it do them? ( C 3 , ,
4 =
7. To the man who thinks that faith by itself is enough I feel inclined to say, "So you believe
that there is one God? That's fine. So do all the devils in hell, and shudder in terror!”
< #4, C + 34 >, 4 =
D. Our most accurate English translation is probably the New Kings James Version or the New
American Standard Update because they have the same literalness of the original but also used
the Dead Sea Scrolls to check many passages. Some of the outdated English words such as
"thous" and "shalts" have also been changed. You have probably noticed that our church uses the
King James Version for our preaching texts. That is because it continues to be the most popular
translation and the most familiar. Every translation has its faults, including the KJV and the NKJV.
For that reason, I use many different translations in addition to the original Hebrew and Greek to
make sure that I understand exactly what the scripture is saying. Parallel Bibles, Bibles which
have two, four, or even eight translations side by side are a great investment for a Bible scholar.
"Interlinear Bibles" which have an English translation beside the original Greek or Hebrew can be
helpful.

I use many different translations, but always line them up with the literal KJV, so
as not to get away from the original meaning. If a translation will say the same
thing, but just more understandable, then I will use it.

If you are interested in a Bible program for your computer, I use PC Study Bible.
You can get it at Biblesoft.com or through the Pentecostal Publishing House.
UPCI.org will link you to it...
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Repentance

Why are we studying repentance? Because Repentance is an essential part of salvation. We are
commanded to repent:
C - repent ye, and believe the gospel.
", The Lord is . . . not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to

repentance.

) , And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every

where to repent:

- , except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

- v Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
) ", Repent ye therefore, and be converted.

I. What is Repentance?

A. There are actually two different words in the Greek used for Repentance in the New Testament. To
truly repent we must fulfill both meanings. They are:

1. Metamellomai - to feel regret; to care afterwards; to be sorry for.

2. Metanaeo - to think differently, to change one's mind, purpose, or opinion, to make an
"about face" and walk a different direction.

B. Understanding the two different words help to clarify some scriptural passages. For example, in 2
Corinthians 7:8-10 Paul is writing about a letter that he had written the church earlier and says
that he did not repent but yet repented. Paul did not have a change of mind about what he said in
the letter (metanaeo) but did regret that he had to write the letter (metamellomai).

C. C D , Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned,
repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders.

1. Judas Iscariot, after that he had betrayed Jesus, "repented" (metamellomai). He felt sorry
for what he had done. But Judas never "repented" (metanaeo) and changed the direction
of destruction and instead went and hanged himself, taking his own life.

2. Many people feel sorry after they sin against God, but just feeling sorry for your sin
afterwards or "being caught" is not in itself true repentance. It must be accompanied with
a desire to change one's mind, action, and direction.

D $ , For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but
the sorrow of the world worketh death.

1. Paul said that godly sorrow brings repentance (metanaeo) to salvation not to be repented
(metamellomai) of. When you repent God's way, it brings a change in direction and living
of which you will not be ashamed or regret! It is obvious that "godly sorrow" is more than
just saying "I'm sorry."

II. Examples of Repentance
A. Jacob - In Genesis 35, Jacob and his house went back to the Bethel (the house of God) and
repented before God. Jacob and his household did three things to repent:
1. Put away strange gods from among them. They removed everything from their lives that
separated them from the true God.
2. Cleansed themselves. This is representative of how we must cleanse ourselves, by putting
off the filthiness of the flesh and spirit (II Corinthians 7:1). We do this by obeying the
Word of God (Psalms 119:9).
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3. Changed their garments. We must not stop at repentance but do everything that God has
commanded us for salvation and lay aside our garments of sin so that we can put on the
garment of salvation (Isaiah 61:10; Revelation 3:18; 7:14; I Peter 5:5).

B. The City of Ninevah - In the book of Jonah, God sent the prophet Jonah to preach to this city that
it would be destroyed unless they repented. God did spare the city because the city truly
repented because they:

1. Fasted - They went without food for three days.

2. Turned from their wickedness - "Metanaeo" repentance.

3. They turned from violence - They stopped trying to save themselves and began to trust in
God and His Word.

C. The Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar - In Daniel chapter 4:27, the prophet Daniel instructed the
king on how to truly repent. He told Nebuchadnezzar to:

1. Break off thy sins by righteousness - Replace your sins by doing right.

2. Break off thy iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. Nebuchadnezzar was repenting of
pride; therefore true repentance included outwardly doing the opposite of what he was
inwardly repenting of.

3. It may be a lengthening of thy tranquility. In other words, if he truly repented and
continued in that repentance, God would spare him.

D. The Prophet Isaiah's Instructions - In Isaiah 55:6-7, the prophet gives us excellent insight into
true repentance:

1. Seek the Lord and call on Him - repentance must be made to the Lord and must be verbal.

2. Let the wicked forsake his way - the person's actions should agree with their verbal
commitment to God.

3. Let the unrighteous forsake his thoughts - the person must think differently and change
their opinions to match the Word of God.

4. Let him return to the Lord - If a person does, verse 7 says that God will "abundantly
pardon."

E. The Corinth Church - In II Corinthians 7:9-11, Paul mentioned seven positive changes that were
noticeable in their lives as a result of their true repentance:

. Carefulness - A watchfulness lest they fall back into the same traps of sinning.

. Clearing - The removal of guilt from their minds.

. Indignation - A hatred of sin and their old lifestyle.

. Fear - A Godly fear of hurting God through sinning and the results of living in a life of sin.

. Vehement Desire - A tremendous desire to live holy according to the Word of God.

. Zeal - They were zealous in working for God and the church.

. Revenge - Used here in the sense of giving justice or "selling out to God" with the same

fervency as they once sold themselves to sin.

NOUuh,WNRF

ITI. Restitution in Repentance
A. Restitution means to restore what has been taken or damaged. It is largely a forgotten part of
repentance but one that is absolutely essential and is always a characteristic of Godly
repentance. Notice the following scriptures:

1. ) Y, Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:

2. - v, Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance.

3. ° that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for
repentance.

a. The words "meet" or "worthy" mean "suitable, proper, fitting appropriate, and
becoming." When we truly repent, we must restore what is appropriate for
what we have done wrong.

b. In some things there is absolutely nothing that we can do, but many times, we
can make things right or at least attempt to make things better. For example,
when a thief truly repents, they should, if possible, return what they stole.
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c. If you repent of a lie, you should apologize also to the ones to whom you lied
and tell them the truth. If your sin hurt somebody else, then you should first
ask God to forgive you and then ask that person to also forgive you. If the sin
is directly against God, then no physical restitution is necessary.

1IV. Parables of Repentance
A. There are three main parables of Jesus which teach on repentance.

1. Parable of the two sons (Matthew 21:28-32)

2. Parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15:1-7)

3. Parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32)

V. A Summary of Repentance
A. From all of these examples and the scriptures that we have studied, we can learn that godly
repentance has four essential parts:

1. A person must make a change of direction from a lifestyle of sin and turn from sin in their
mind and actions.

2. A person must have an attitude of regret to the sin of their past and develop a hatred
toward the things that they used to do that were not pleasing to God.

3. A person must sincerely call out to God for help and trust in and repent to God. Only God
can forgive and truly make a change in our life. It is to God alone that we are to confess
our sins.

4. A person must make restitution for what they have done in an applicable manner if
possible.

VI. Repentance for the Saved
A. Repentance does not complete the work of salvation in your life, but is only one of the first steps.
You must continue on into Water Baptism and receiving the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38). Even after a
person has been baptized and received the Holy Ghost, they will stumble and even sin. We must
repent of our sins even then. When we do, God will forgive us. John was writing to baptized and
spirit-filled believers when he wrote: # , But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin. I If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
' If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all

unrighteousness. , If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is
not in us.

There is power in repentance!
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Baptism

There is only one word used in the Greek for "baptism" which makes for an easy word study. 2 , & -
to dip in liquid; to immerse or submerge; to bury.

The word is always used in scripture in conjunction with water. It is used to denote a literal physical
baptism in actual water which is the subject of this lesson. “Baptizo” is also used to denote a spiritual
baptism in the life-giving "water" of the Holy Ghost. We will discuss receiving the Holy Ghost in detail in
Lesson #5. Both baptisms are commanded in scripture for salvation:

# Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

C - He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;

C D> ' ', Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
- 1 |, be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and

ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
- , And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on
the name of the Lord.
The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us.
I. Why Must We Be Baptized?
A. To study the reasons for Water Baptism thoroughly would take a book and more time than we have
here. Basically, what Water Baptism accomplishes in our lives can be expressed in 6 categories:
1. Water Baptism is for the washing away of sins. - Our sins are forgiven at repentance but
they are washed away from our "spiritual account" when we are baptized. In Acts 2:38,
Peter said to "be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins." Likewise Acts 22:16 states that when we are baptized we "wash away our sins.”
When we repent, God forgives us of our sins, but the stain is still there in our spiritual
man. Water Baptism cleanses the stain of sin!
a. Paul listed a long list of sins to the Corinth church and then told them:

$ , And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God.

b. They were washed of their sins by water baptism in the name of Jesus!

2. Water Baptism is a cleansing of our conscience. - When our sins are washed away and God
no longer holds us accountable for our past sins, we can have a clean conscience toward
Him! This accounts for the "clean feeling" when a person is baptized. The
like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ:

a o > ", How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God?

b. Notice how this scripture equates our cleansing of conscience with the blood of
Jesus. This is one of many scriptures which show that it is the blood of Jesus
Christ that is being applied to our lives at water baptism that brings the washing
and cleansing.

3. Water Baptism is a burial. - If we are to obey the Gospel of Jesus Christ, then we must
identify with His death, burial, and resurrection. How can we die with Christ, be buried
with Christ, and be resurrected with Christ? We die to our past sins when we repent (I
Corinthian 15:31). We will talk about how that we are resurrected to a new man through
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the infilling of the Holy Ghost in the next lesson. We are buried with Christ when we are
baptized: . Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life.

as i Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him
through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

b. When someone is properly buried, their body is completely covered up and a
name is placed upon their grave. For us to be buried with Christ properly, we
must go completely under the water (fully immersed) and have His hame called
out over us.

4. Water Baptism is a part of being "born again." Not only is water baptism the burial of our
sinful past, but it is also part of a process that causes us to become a "new creature in
Christ Jesus." # Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

a. , Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost.

b. "Regeneration" means "the production of a new life." - Water Baptism is an
essential part of the process of being "born again."

5. Water Baptism is taking upon ourselves the name of Christ. - Part of the salvation process is
being "adopted" into the family of God (see Galatians 4:1-7). We take on the family name
of Jesus at Water Baptism. 5 4 , For as many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ! . , But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.

6. Water Baptism is a spiritual circumcision. - Male circumcision was commanded by God to
Abraham (Genesis 17:10-14) and to Moses (Leviticus 12:3) as a part of being saved before
Calvary. God wanted a mark in their flesh to signify that they were in a covenant
relationship with Him. Physical circumcision is no longer a requirement for salvation, but
spiritual circumcision is. We are spiritually circumcised through water baptism: $ 4

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with
him in baptism.

a. How is water baptism a spiritual circumcision? In a physical circumcision, skin is
cut away and removed from the body never to return again. Blood is present,
and the skin that had been alive, dies. At water baptism, our sinful past is
removed from our spiritual man never to return again. Our sinful man that was
alive dies so that we can become a new creation in the Spirit. All of this is
accomplished by the blood of Jesus being applied to our lives at water baptism!
Our spiritual man forever bears the mark of a covenant relationship that we
have chosen to enter with God.

b. The interesting point about circumcision is that a person was always named at the
time of their circumcision. When Abram was circumcised, God changed his hame
to Abraham. If circumcision was performed at birth, then the child received his
name at the time of his circumcision. When we are spiritually circumcised
through Water Baptism, we also take on a new name, the name of Jesus Christ!

II. How and When Must We Be Baptized?

A. In the life of Christ and the Early Apostolic Church, people were only baptized by full immersion in
water. The very word used for baptism means to fully immerse or cover with water. The Day of
Pentecost happened in 30 A.D. and the last book of the New Testament was written in ~100
A.D. but the first mention of two false teachings on Water Baptism, infant baptism and
sprinkling, did not come about until 210 A.D. and 250 A.D. respectively. That's over 150 years
after the founding of the Apostolic Church. There is absolutely no record of anyone ever being
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baptized as an infant or sprinkled in scripture! Those are later, man-made doctrines that
contradict scripture. Let's take them one by one:

1. Infant baptism - is invalid because it denies the role of faith in water baptism. Jesus
clearly said in C - that "he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." For a
person to get baptized in Jesus' name in water and yet not believe that God is washing
their sins away does absolutely no good. If I went to the park pool on a hot day and
yelled out "in Jesus' name" every time someone jumped into the water, then it would not
save them despite the fact that I am a preacher, I said "Jesus' name," and that the
people went completely under water. Why not? Because the individual did not have faith
that their sins were going to be washed away. An infant is incapable of understanding
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and thus cannot possibly have faith when they are baptized.
Furthermore, they do not need to be baptized at that stage of their life anyway, because
they have not reached an "age of accountability" where they know the difference
between right and wrong and can choose to obey or disobey God's Word for themselves.
Before a person is baptized, they should be old enough to know why they are being
baptized and be able to believe that God will wash away their sins. That age is different
for different children.

2. Sprinkling - it rejects the very meaning of the word of baptism. It is another modern
invention of man that came from infants being baptized. It was easier to sprinkle them
than safely place a new-born infant completely under water. Baptism is to be a complete
spiritual cleansing, an immersion which is representative of a baby coming out of the
womb, and a spiritual burial. Sprinkling violates all three principles.

a. The story of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch illustrates both points extremely
well. Philip taught the Ethiopian on water baptism in a chariot while traveling
across the desert, so there was doubtlessly water in the chariot for use if only
sprinkling was required. But when the Eunuch saw an oasis of water, he
asked: * I ' And as they went on their way, they came unto a
certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me
to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God. I, And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down
both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch,; and he baptized him. ', And
when they were come up out of the water.

b. It is very obvious from these verses that Philip and the Eunuch were not
standing upon the bank but were completely down in the water. Before Philip
would baptize the man, he made sure that the Eunuch had faith! An infant is
not capable of such faith. Another good example is John the Baptist who
baptized in the Jordan because "there was much water there” (John 3:23).

III. What Formula Should Be Used For Baptism?

A. Many people ask "does the name called over you in water baptism really matter?" According to
scripture it definitely does. In lesson #1 we learned that scriptures do not contradict
themselves. If there seems to be a contradiction between two verses, then we must be
misinterpreting one of them. Let's start with a well-known scripture: > ¢ Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: , Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

1. Before He ascended into heaven, Jesus commanded His disciples to go throughout the
world and teach everyone exactly as He taught them. He commanded them to "baptize
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Many religions
repeat His commandment word for word and baptize in the "titles." But a seeming
contradiction comes when we move on a week later to the preaching of Peter who was
obeying Jesus' commandment in Matthew 28:19. -~ v Then Peter said unto
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them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remissfon of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

2. Peter said to be baptized "in the name of Jesus Christ." Did he disobey the command of
Jesus in Matthew 28:19? If he did, then Matthew and the other disciples who were with
Peter did not correct him. Neither did God, for that matter. Through a careful study of
scripture, it turns out that Peter did NOT disobey Jesus' command in Matthew 28:19 but
did obey it. In fact, there is never anyone in scripture actually baptized in the common
modern day formula of the titles. Notice the following scriptures:

a.

[aF

o)

—h

3% 4

. Paul re-baptized the disciples of John the Baptist in the name of Jesus!

- Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the
same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. Three
thousand people that Peter was preaching to were baptized according to his
instruction in verse 38: "in the name of Jesus Christ."

" , Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they
might receive the Holy Ghost: 16, (For as yet he was fallen upon none of
them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) The
Samaritans were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus by Philip.

- v Can any man forbid water, that these should not be
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? I, And he
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 8 ; So he
ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

. Peter baptized the Gentile converts in the name of Jesus! * ., When

they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

, And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

. Paul himself was baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. In talking about the

name of Jesus, Peter said: * Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the

Lord Jesus. 1t is very obvious that the disciples only baptized people in the name of
Jesus Christ, so did they disobey Jesus commandment in Matthew 28:19? No, they
simply understood what He was saying.

a. In His command, Jesus said to baptize in the NAME of the Father, and of the

b. I have many titles such as "pastor,

Son, and of the Holy Ghost. "Name" is singular. Matthew 1:21 says that the
name of the Son to be born to Mary would be “Jesus.”"Son" is a title not a
name as is the terms "Father" and "Holy Ghost." John 5:43, Jesus said that
He came “in my Father's name"” so the name of the Father is Jesus. In John
14:26, Jesus said that the Holy Ghost would come ‘in my name."” So the
name of the Holy Ghost is Jesus as well.
" "son," "husband," “father,” "teacher,"
"preacher" and maybe even one day “grandfather,” but I only have one
name. The disciples understood that the NAME of the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost is Jesus and so they always baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

4. Does it make a difference? Absolutely! There is a distinct difference between repeating a
command and obeying it.
a. If my father told me "son, go mow the grass" and I looked at him and said

"son, go mow the grass" but did not actually get the lawnmower and cut the
lawn, then I have repeated the command but I have not obeyed the
command. To baptize someone "in the titles" saying "in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" is to repeat the command, but
the words of Jesus have not actually been obeyed until that NAME, the name
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of Jesus, has been verbally invoked. To not baptize in the name of Jesus
Christ is to ignore and disobey the very command of Matthew 28:19.
b. We must follow the scriptural example of the Apostolic Church!

N otes:
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The Holy Ghost

In the Greek, there is only one word used for the Holy Ghost which makes for another easy word study:
- a spirit; a wind, breath.

Pneuma is translated in the King James Version as both "Holy Spirit" and "Holy Ghost." There is
absolutely no difference between the two and the dual words were supplied by the English translators. If
you go back to the Greek, the words are the same. John 4:24 tells us that God is a Spirit. Leviticus 11:44
and I Peter 1:16 tell us that God alone is holy so the "Holy Spirit" can only refer to the Spirit of God,
Himself. The term is particularly used for when the Spirit of God moves in or among men.

I. The Old Testament Prophecies

A. There are many references to the Holy Ghost in the Old Testament scriptures. Isaiah prophesied
that God would use "speaking in tongues" (which we will see always accompanies the infilling of
the Holy Ghost) as a part of the "refreshing" that God would send: 1 , For with
stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. , To whom he said, This is
the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not
hear.

1. Paul quoted this verse while teaching the church in Corinth on things of the Spirit:
$ , In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will
I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.

B. The prophet Joel also prophesied that God would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh. On the Day of
Pentecost in Acts chapter 2, Peter quoted much of this prophecy and said that the outpouring of
the Holy Ghost was the fulfillment of Joel's prophecy: # 4 vV *, And it shall come to pass
afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: ', And also
upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.

C. Isaiah also prophesied of the same event: , Until the spirit be poured upon us from
on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest.

II. The New Testament Prophecies

A. John the Baptist is quoted by all four Gospel writers saying that Jesus Christ would baptize with
Holy Ghost and with fire (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33).

B. Jesus Christ, Himself, also prophesied about the Holy Ghost outpouring. He said that it would be
like four things:

1. A river of living water bringing eternal life - John 4:10-14.

2. Being born again into the kingdom of God - John 3:1-8.

3. A comforter which would help us - John 14:16-17.

4. The power of God in us - Acts 1:8.
C. A lot of people do not realize that the Holy Ghost was not poured out until after Jesus Christ was
crucified and ascended into heaven. # **, In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. I, He that believeth on
me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. "', (But this spake he
of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) ; ' 2 (He was speaking of the Holy Spirit, who
would be given to everyone believing in him; but the Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had
not yet returned to his glory in heaven.)

19



1. When Jesus ministered, the people were still under the law, which accounts for why no one

received this wonderful experience until Acts chapter 2 (Jesus ascended into heaven in Acts
chapter 1).

III. Descriptions of the Holy Ghost

A. There are many in scripture. Just to name a few:

OCoONOOTUTDAhWNH

. Spirit of Christ - Romans 8:9-11.

. A spiritual baptism - I Corinthians 12:13.

. A new birth - John 3:1-8.

. A seal or stamp of approval from the King of Kings - Ephesians 4:30.
. The earnest (first part) of our inheritance - II Corinthians 1:22.

. A rest and refreshing - Isaiah 28:11-12.

. Spirit of Adoption which makes God our Father - Romans 8:15.

. Living Water - I Corinthians 10:1-4.

. Power from heaven - Acts 1:8.

10. The Comforter - John 14.
IV. Speaking in Tongues

A. The Bible is very precise to identify the infilling of the Holy Spirit with
"speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance." EVERY TIME

in scripture, that someone received the Holy Ghost, they spoke in a
language that they had never learned or studied as God moved through
them. We have already seen how that Isaiah prophesied about this, and Paul
wrote to the church in Corinth that he spoke with tongues more than all of
them (II Corinthians 14:18) so we know that it was not a one time event.
Here are some scriptural examples of people actually receiving the Holy

Ghost:

1. The Day of Pentecost - There were 120 people that received the experience followed by

3,000: - And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with
one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance.
a. The people in the Upper Room felt a presence like wind move into the room.
The word for "cloven" here means "different" in the Greek. Each person was
speaking in a different language. Notice that the Spirit "gave them utterance"
and they were not taught by other men to "speak in tongues" as some
churches do.
b. God changes a person's language when they receive the Holy Ghost and He
does not need any help!

2. The Samaritan Revival - It is conclusive that they spoke with tongues when they received

the Holy Ghost: = 1 1, Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:
Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy
Ghost: , (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus.) , Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the
Holy Ghost, I, And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostiles' hands the
Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money.

a. Notice, that the Samaritans did not automatically receive the Holy Ghost when
they were baptized as some people teach. It is possible for a person to be
baptized and receive the Holy Ghost some time later.

b. The point here is that when they received the Holy Ghost, Simon, who was a
human being, standing by, "saw" that the Holy Ghost was given. How could he
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"see" something invisible come in? Because he saw the effects of the Holy
Ghost and he saw and heard them speak with tongues.

3. The Gentiles in Cornelius' House - The Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking in other
tongues was poured out on the Gentiles (non-Jewish people) as well. It is very obvious
that God did not intend for this experience to be only a one time event on the Day of
Pentecost: * While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all
them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision which believed were
astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured
out the gift of the Holy Ghost. , For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify
God. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should not be
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?

a. Notice that Cornelius and his family received the Holy Ghost first and then were
baptized in water. Even today people may receive the Holy Ghost before they
are baptized, but that does not mean that they do not need water baptism,
because Peter went on and commanded Cornelius' family to be baptized (Acts
10:47-48).

4. The Disciples of John the Baptist that Paul met - These were the men who were re-
baptized in the name of Jesus. They also received the gift of the Holy Ghost: *

, And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them, and
they spake with tongues, and prophesied. , And all the men were about twelve. Notice
that the men also prophesied.

B. Some people falsely teach that prophecy (speaking anointed words from God in a known
language) is also a sign of receiving the Holy Ghost. That is not true. All of the prophets of the
Old Testament prophesied before the Holy Ghost was even available so prophecy cannot be a
true sign of the infilling of the Holy Ghost. In the New Testament, people may have prophesied;
they may have magnified God; they may have acted like drunks when they received the Holy
Ghost; but they ALWAYS spoke with other tongues as the Spirit gave the utterance. The tongues
are NOT the Holy Ghost, but merely a sign to the seeker that they have received the Spirit of
God within them.

C. The first time that a person "speaks in tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance" they are
receiving the Holy Ghost. After a person is filled with the Holy Ghost, God uses tongues for other
things. There are 5 ways that God uses tongues in scripture:

1. The initial sign of the infilling of the Holy Ghost. (as we have just studied)

2. A renewing of the Holy Ghost. (Titus 3:5, Acts 4:31)

3. Praying in the Holy Ghost, building up our most holy Faith. (Jude 1:20)

4. Intercessory Prayer, while praying for others (Romans 8:26-27)

5. The Gift of Tongues and Interpretation, when God wants to speak directly to a church
congregation. (I Corinthians 12:10; 14:1-40)

V. Synonymous Terms For the Gift of the Holy Ghost

A. There are ten "expressions" that all refer to receiving the Holy Ghost. They are used throughout
scripture and all mean the same thing:

1. Baptism of the Holy Ghost - Ephesians 4:5; Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5;
I Corinthians 12:13.

2. Filled with the Holy Ghost - Acts 2:1-4; 9:17.

3. Gift of the Holy Ghost - Acts 2:38; 8:20; 10:45; 11:17; Romans 5:5; 6:23.

4. Receive the Holy Ghost - Acts 8:15-19; 10:47; 19:2; John 7:37-39.

5. Holy Ghost comes upon you - Acts 1:8; 19:6.

6. Poured out - Joel 2:28-29; Acts 2:17; 10:45.
7
8
9
1

. Sent down from heaven - I Peter 1:12.

. Sound from heaven - Acts 2:2.

. Holy Ghost fell - Acts 8:16; 10:44; 11:15.

0. Shed on us - Titus 3:5-6; Acts 2:33; Romans 5:5.
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a. That these terms are interchangeable is discernable from, for instance, when
Cornelius and his household received the Holy Ghost, four of these terms (fell,
poured out, gift, and receive) were used yet they only received one experience
(Acts 10:44-48).
VI. Is Receiving the Holy Ghost Essential for Salvation?
A. According to scripture it is. Notice the following scriptures:

1.# , Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
2. # 1 ', He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall

flow rivers of living water. '* (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on
him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that Jesus was not
yet glorified.) The word translated "should" here literally means "to have the duty to do"
in the Greek.

3. - ! Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save
yourselves from this untoward generation.

4. . V', But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of
God awell in you Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  , And
if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. , But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also guicken your mortal bodies by his
Spirit that dwelleth in you.

5. Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.

a. Notice that Paul said that we are saved through the "regeneration of the Holy
Ghost." The word "regeneration" means "to bring back to life again."

b. When Adam and Eve were in the garden, they were commanded to not eat of
the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil because in the day that they ate, they
would "surely die" (Genesis 2:17). They did eat of the tree but they did not
physically or mentally die that day.

¢. Since God cannot lie, we know that there was "spiritual death" that day and the
close relationship between God and man was lost. Romans 5:12 tells us that
the spiritual death brought on by Adam was passed on to every man so that all
of us are born without that close relationship with God.

d. When you receive the Holy Ghost, that relationship is restored, and what was
once dead is "regenerated." The close relationship between God and man is
restored that was lost in the Garden of Eden!

VII. Who Can Have the Holy Ghost?

A. Anyone! God is no respecter of persons. Jews received it on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2). The
mixed race Samaritans received it in Acts chapter 8. Gentiles (non-Jews) received it in Acts
chapter 10. Jesus taught that God would willingly give it: - , If ye then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

B. Peter joined in saying that the Holy Ghost was for anyone sensitive to the call of God: *

1 ", ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. '* For the promise is unto you, and to
your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

C. Millions have received the Holy Ghost all over the world from every tongue, culture, and
background. God will fill YOU with the Holy Ghost if you ask Him!

VIII. How Do I Receive the Holy Ghost?
A. You must believe that Jesus Christ is your savior and God is the only one who can save you.
You must truly repent of your sins and sinful behavior to Jesus Christ (see Lesson #3 for a
Biblical definition of Repentance). You must be baptized in the name of Jesus, even though
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sometimes people receive the Holy Ghost first (see Lesson #4 for a Biblical definition of Water
Baptism). You then must ask God for the Holy Ghost and begin to praise Him in "spirit and in
truth." You must forget about everything else and surrender everything to God. As you begin
to truly praise God, you will feel Him and His Spirit all around you. As you submit to that, your
tongue will become "heavy" or "thick" feeling as if you are losing control of it. Submit to that
feeling and allow God to take complete control of your tongue. At the same time you will feel
something began to rise out of you like a "river of living water." Even though, the Holy Ghost
is coming in you, it will fill like something is flowing out of you, because your spirit man is
being regenerated. As this river flows through your praise and worship, God will cause your
language to change, and whether you are even aware of it or not, you will begin to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance. Sometimes people are so lost in the euphoric
experience of the Spirit of God moving into them, that they do not realize that they are
speaking in other tongues until much later!

B. There are only 4 things that can cause a person not to receive the Holy Ghost when they seek
it:

1. Failure to truly repent - You must be willing to change anything in your life!

2. Unbelief - Doubt that God can really do it for you.

3. Failure to worship God completely and outwardly - Worship and being sensitive to the
Spirit comes more natural for some than others. I have seen people get the Holy
Ghost sitting down, standing up, jumping, dancing, sitting still, kneeling, in a car, in a
service, at a job, at a school, but I have NEVER seen anyone receive the Holy Ghost
WITHOUT them first opening their mouth and praising God out loud. All pride and
care of what others might think must vanish in the presence of almighty God.

4. Seeking to speak in tongues - The speaking in tongues accompany the Holy Ghost and
are not the Holy Ghost itself. You should pray to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,
and the speaking in tongues will come with it. The Holy Ghost is the Spirit of God
coming to live within your life. Forget about speaking in tongues and surrender
completely to God's Spirit: the speaking in tongues will happen naturally.

God still fills people with the Holy Ghost today. Being born again of the Spirit is just one of the first steps
of living for God completely. After you receive it, the Holy Ghost will try to "reprove you of sin," "lead you
into all truth," and "discern" what we need to do in God (see John 16:13, 18; Romans 8:26). Initial
Biblical salvation is not hard to achieve. It is your responsibility to repent. Then you must allow the
minister to baptize you in the name of Jesus Christ in water. Then when you surrender completely to
Him, God will baptize you with the Holy Ghost. You then stand ready to move on and grow closer to God
and learn to serve Him in everyday living.

Stephen, the first martyr of the church, was declared to be "full of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 6:3, 8). May we
all attain that wonderful level in God!
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Prayer

4 , Pray without ceasing.
Most Christians know that they should pray, but most think that it is much more complex than it is. A
simple word study reveals that prayer is nothing more or less than communicating with God.
Pray in the Greek is " proseuchomal’ - "to speak or ask toward God."
Pray in the Hebrew is “palal’ - "to intervene, get involved, or ask; a two way conversation."
There are many scriptures that deal with prayer so it is impossible to cover everything about prayer in
one lesson. In this study, we will look at some basic and extremely important points revealed in the Word
of God about prayer.
1. Effects of Prayer
A. Here are the basic effects of prayer found in scripture. Every time that we pray, we should be
praying with a specific purpose in mind. Prayer:
1. Draws God closer to us and thus causes us to become closer to God.
a. # Y Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands,
ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.
" , Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto
me, and I will hearken unto you. , And ye shall seek me, and find me, when
ye shall search for me with all your heart. , And I will be found of you, saith

b. #

the LORD:
2. Can change the way God deals with us.
a. $ 4 , If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble

themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then
will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent unto the prayer that is made
in this place.

3. Changes our mindset and attitude.

a. 4,, , Be careful for nothing, but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. ,
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus.

b. # , Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall
receive, that your joy may be full.

4. Affects others.

a. # , Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that
ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.

b. There are many examples of prayer changing the lives of others in scripture. One
excellent example is when Peter was cast in prison to be killed, and when the
church got together and began to pray for him, God sent an angel to deliver him

(Acts 12).
5. Affects the enemy
a. +, 1, For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places. . . . I, Praying always with all

prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints.

24



II. Hindrances to Prayer
A. There are some things that can cause God not to respond to our prayer at all! Here are some
things which cause our prayers to go unanswered that we want to avoid:
1. Un-repented sin.
a. 4 V1, If I regard iniguity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:
b. ", But your iniguities have separated between you and your God,
and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.
2. Refusal to listen and obey God's Word.
a. * V"' He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his
prayer shall be abomination.
3. Praying out of learned ritual.
a. ', Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near
me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their
heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men.

b. C D , But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do.
for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.
c.+""4 , Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty

to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth:
therefore let thy words be few.
4. Praying to be seen of others.

a. D , And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites
are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their
reward.  But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

5. Lack of Faith.

a. 0 D , But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.

b. # Y, If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.  But let him ask
in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall
receive any thing of the Lord. I, A double minded man is unstable in all his
ways.

III. Promises of Prayer
A. There are examples in scripture of prayer accomplishing many things. Here is an abbreviated list
of some of the things that we can receive through prayer:
. Freedom of Fear - Psalms 118:5-6
. Spiritual Strength - Psalms 138:3
. Guidance and Satisfaction - Isaiah 58:9-11
. Wisdom and Understanding - Daniel 9:20-27
. Protection from Harm - Joel 2:32; Psalms 34:15-22
. Good Things - Matthew 6:6
. The Holy Ghost - Luke 11:13
. Fullness of Joy - John 16:23-24
. Peace - Philippians 4:6
10. Healing - James 5:14-15

IV. Types of Prayer
A. Most prayers can be categorized into the following categories:

OCoOoONOOTULPAhWN
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1. Dedication - This is prayer to draw closer to God. It is verbally committing ourselves to
God's perfect will and asking His help to be all that we should be.
2. Repentance - Asking God for forgiveness and telling Him that we want a change of God in
our lives.
3. Inquiry - Asking God for specific answers, blessings, help, or things in our life.
4. Worship - Telling God how great and wonderful that He is. Worship can take many
specific forms such as: Thanksgiving - thanking God for what He has done in the past;
Praise - Outward actions of worship such as leaping, shouting, clapping, running,
dancing, singing, etc...!
5. Intercession - Praying on the behalf of others.
6. Faith - Praying the Word of God and asking Him to help us believe it and step out and
receive what He has promised!
V. Special Forms of Prayer
A. With Fasting - The scriptures teach that there is special power in prayer when it is combined with
fasting. Jesus taught on prayer and fasting together in Matthew chapter 5. Daniel prayed and
fasted together in Daniel 9:3 and changed the direction of an entire nation!

1. 1 ', Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say,
Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger,
and speaking vanity.

2. C D ', Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast
him out? And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief. for verily I say unto you, If
ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to
yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. , Howbeit this
kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.

B. With oil by the ministry for healing - We often obey this scripture in church. The oil reminds us
that it is the Holy Ghost that heals and not the humans involved.

1. # , Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church,; and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer
of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up,; and if he have committed
sins, they shall be forgiven him.

C. Intercessory Prayer in Tongues - Speaking in tongues during prayer is common after a person
receives the Holy Ghost and we should be sensitive to allow God to use us in this area of prayer.
By praying in tongues, you may be praying for situations for which you have no knowledge or
simply building up your faith in the power of the Holy Ghost.

1. . ! , Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what
we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what
s the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the
will of God.

2. # , But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Ghost.

3. $ , For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my
understanding is unfruitful.  , What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray
with the understanding also.

D. With Handkerchiefs or Napkins to be sent to the distant sick - This was a special way to pray for
the sick when they could not be brought to the ministers for prayer.

1. -~ " , And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: , So that from
his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed
from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.

VI. The Lord's Example of Prayer
A. The greatest lesson on prayer was taught by Jesus in D , But thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in
secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.
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1. "Closet" does not mean that you literally have to be in small room, but that when you
pray, you should be where you can be alone with God. You should be somewhere that
you are not fearful of someone hearing you and can be completely honest with God.

B. C D , But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that
they shall be heard for their much speaking. Do not say the same thing over and over again like
"Hallelujah, Hallelujah, etc..." but make a list of things for which to pray. Here is a sample
prayer list:

. Personal needs

. Your marriage/children/family members

. Church needs

. The Pastor, Associate Pastors, and neighboring ministers and their families

. Specific needs in church member's lives

. Lost friends and loved ones

. Don't be afraid to make a list of each category and read the names in prayer.

C. C D) 1, Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have
need of, before ye ask him.

1. God already knows what we need, the reason that He wants us to pray is so that we will
develop a close, trusting relationship with Him and realize that He is working in our life!

2. Your prayer activates God’s power to answer. He will not answer a prayer that hasn't
been prayed. It takes your prayer to activate His power.

D. The Lord’s Prayer.

NOUThhWN -

1. C D ', After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name. Always begin your prayers with praise and worship!
2. C D , Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Always

pray according to God's Will. Ask that His will be done, not your own! That means if it is
not God's Will for you to receive what you ask, then you are asking Him not to give it to
you! God's Will is always best for our lives anyway!

3. C D , Give us this day our daily bread. Don't just ask God for great big needs,
but ask Him for the normal things as well. Ask God to give you the power, wisdom, and
strength to handle whatever may happen that day. Notice that we should pray daily!

4. C D And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Ask God for
forgiveness even if you cannot think of anything that you have done wrong. Then ask
God's help to help you forgive others.

5 C D , And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. Ask God to help you never fall
back to the sinful lifestyle that He delivered you from, and then end your prayer with
praise and worship again! "Amen" simply means "let it be."

If you will follow these simple steps and pray for specific needs in your life and others, then you will find
that it is no problem to pray 20 minutes, 45 minutes, or even an hour. Remember that we must pray with
complete submission and devotion and with our whole heart. Quality of prayer is more important than
quantity. As your relationship with God grows, you will find yourself looking forward to spending time
talking to Him!
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Godhead

Who is God? What can we know about Him? These are questions that every person must answer for
themselves. The Word of God tells us that when we begin to study God, we must start by understanding
who Jesus Christ really is according to scripture:
$ 4 1 ", Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ, ', For in him dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 2 Don't let others spoil your faith and joy with their
philosophies, their wrong and shallow answers built on men's thoughts and ideas, instead of on
what Christ has said. **, For in Christ there is all of God in a human body.
We are warned to not follow "man's traditions" or "philosophies" but to base our doctrine on the Word of
God and to remember that "in Christ dwells ALL of God in @ human body." Therefore any teaching of God
that does not make Jesus Christ the supreme God come in flesh is errant. Jesus is more than just the Son
and more than just a man, but He was ALL of God come in flesh.

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in
the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory.

"Manifest" means to "be made visible." Jesus Christ was God made visible in the flesh.
- 1, Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own
blood.
God purchased the church with "his own blood!" Who died on the cross and shed His blood for us? Jesus
Christ! So to begin our study of God, we must realize that Jesus Christ is more than just one member of a
trinity or a host of gods, but that Jesus Christ is God made flesh. Everything that God is, was, and will be
was in Jesus Christ according to Colossians 2:9. This is why the prophet Isaiah foretold about Jesus with
these words:

, For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.

The son to be born would be called "the mighty God" and "the everlasting Father!" Jesus could be called
those things because "all of the Godhead dwelt in Him bodily."
I. Names and Titles of God
A. There is a difference between a title and a name. For example, I am a pastor, a husband and a
father but those are not my names. There are thousands of titles for God in the Bible such as
"healer, savior, father, deliverer, friend, brother, etc... There were also many specific names of
God given in scripture. As the Bible progresses, God revealed more of Himself to man and the later
names reflected a better understanding of God. Here is a basic overview of the names of God
along with a representative verse and its meaning.
1. The "EI" names - These are the "generic" nhames of God and can be used to denote the true
God, or a false god such as an idol or a human claiming to be a god.
a. Eloah - singular - Nehemiah 9:17 - means "god."
b. Elohim - plural - Exodus 7:1 - means "a powerful god."
c. Elah - Aramaic version of Eloah - Daniel 2:18.
d. El - singular - means "almighty."
2. As God revealed more of Himself to man, the "EI" names were not sufficient to describe
Him, so God began to be known by the "Compound EI" names.
a. El-Shaddai - The Almighty God - Genesis 17:1.
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b. EI-Elyon - The Most High God - Genesis 14:18.

c. ElI-Roiy - The God of Sight or The God that Sees All - Genesis 16:13.

d. EI-Olam - The Everlasting God - Genesis 21:33.

3. Notice that "Eloah" is singular and "Elohim" is plural. In the Hebrew language, plurality can
mean "more than one," or it can also be used to mean "majesty or rank." This is called by
scholars the "plural of majesty." Even in modern languages other than Hebrew, there are
plurals of majesty found. For example, in the German army, it is proper to reply to a
commanding officer with the equivalent of "Yes sirS" even though there may only be one
officer before you. The plural means respect to the officer’s rank. Some people teach that
the plurality of some of the names of God in the Hebrew show that there must be a
plurality in the Godhead, but even learned Trinitarian scholars do not believe this. To
quote Smith's Bible Dictionary; 1st Edition:

a. The plural form of Elohim has given rise to much discussion. The fanciful idea,
that it refers to a TRINITY of persons in the Godhead, hardly finds support
among scholars. It is referred to as the plurality of majesty, or the sum of all
powers displayed by God, or it denotes the fullness of His divine strength. . . .
(pgs 212-213).

4. The "Master" names - These were names applied to God that represents the fact that He is
ruler of all.

a. Adon - singular - means "ruler or master" - Joshua 3:11.

b. Adonai - plural - means "God is our ruler and master" - Genesis 15:2.

5. Jehovah - This is the name that God revealed Himself as to Moses under the Law. It literally
means "He is" and refers to the fact that God is self-sufficient. When God referred to
Himself by this name, He called Himself "I am" (Exodus 3:14). "Yahweh" is the Hebrew
version of "Jehovah" so "Jehovah, I AM, and Yahweh" are all the same name, the nhame by
which man was saved under the Law of Moses. The name "Jehovah" did not fully reveal all
of God's glory either and so God began to reveal Himself through "compound Jehovah
names."

a. Jehovah-jireh - the Lord will see and provide - Genesis 22:14.

b. Jehovah-rapha - the Lord that heals - Exodus 15:26.

¢. Jehovah-nissi - the Lord our banner (ie... He'll fight our battles) - Exodus 17:15.

d. Jehovah-m’kaddesh - the Lord that sanctifies - Exodus 31:13.

e. Jehovah-shalom - the Lord our peace - Judges 6:24.

f. Jehovah-saboath - the Lord of Hosts - I Samuel 1:3.

g. Jehovah-elyon - the Lord most High - Psalm 7:17.

h. Jehovah-raah - the Lord my shepherd - Psalm 23:1.

i. Jehovah-hoseenu - the Lord our maker - Psalm 95:6.

j. Jehovah-tsidkenu - the Lord our righteousness - Jeremiah 23:6.

k. Jehovah-shammah - the Lord is present - Ezekiel 48:35.

6. Jesus - This the name of God by which men are saved under Grace. It was finally a name
that represented everything that God was and is!

a. C D , Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God
with us. Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord
had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had
brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.

b. Jesus would be called "God with us!" The name "Jesus" literally means "Jehovah
has become salvation." The name of Jesus is the highest name of God that has
ever or will ever be given.

C. 4,, " Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him
a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth.
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d. The name of Jesus is a higher name than any in heaven or in earth because it is
the revealed name of everything that God is! When you call upon Jesus, you are
calling upon every title, office, and ability that God has! Jesus is more than the
name of the son in a trinity, but is the revealed name of God by which we are
saved (Acts 4:12).

II. How Many Gods are There?
A. Hundreds of times, the scriptures declare that there is only ONE God. The ONLY number

associated with the person of God in scripture is one. @ Hear, O Israel: The
LORD our God is one LORD. This is the "Shema" and is the most important verse to the Jewish
people.

v, Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am
the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. . . . I, Fear ye not, neither be afraid:
have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a
God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.

, Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath
declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there
s no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. , Look unto me,
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.

+, , One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

# "' Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and
tremble.

For more examples, see Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 5:7; 32:39; 2 Samuel 7:22; I Chronicles 17:20;
Psalms 71:22; 86:10; Isaiah 1:4; 5:19; 5:24; 37:16; 42:8; 44:24; 45:6; 46:9; 48:11; Zechariah
14:9; Malachi 2:10; Romans 3:30; I Corinthians 8:4; 8:6; Galatians 3:20; I Timothy 2:5; I John
2:20; 5:7; Revelation 4:2.

III. Jesus is the One God of the Old Testament
A. There are many examples of scriptural proofs that Jesus Christ is the one God of the Old
Testament. For example, Micah 5:2 says that the ruler who has been in existence “from
everfasting” would be born in Bethlehem. We just read in Isaiah where Jehovah God said that
He was the only one who has ever been, so it is obvious that Jesus is that true God. Here are a
few specific examples and then we will give you list to explore on your own:

1. , Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your
God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save
you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb
sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.

2. Isaiah prophesied that the ONE God of the Israelites would come and save them, not
another. He went on to prophesy that when God came “THEN" the blind, deaf, lame and
dumb people would all receive healing. In whose ministry were all of these things
fulfilled? Jesus Himself claimed to the fulfillment of this scripture: - Then
Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen
and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached.

B. Let's look at another simple example: , The voice of him that crieth in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
The prophet Isaiah also prophesied that when Jehovah (LORD) would come, there would first
come someone preparing the way for Him as a voice crying “in the wilderness.”
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C. C D In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,
And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. , For this is he that was spoken
of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way
of the Lord, make his paths straight. Matthew wrote that John the Baptist preached in the
wilderness of Judea that he was the one “crying in the wilderness” and the one who had come
to “prepare the way of the Jehovah (Lord)!” Jesus was Jehovah God come to save His people!

C. Jesus perfectly fulfilled the compound Jehovah names. If Jesus is Jehovah, then He must be the
One God of the Old Testament. Even this list is not comprehensive but is a fair representation of
the scriptural text:

# * 227 # 77,

Almighty - Genesis 17:1 Almighty - Revelation 1:8

I AM - Exodus 3:14-16 I AM - John 8:58

Rock - Psalm 18:2; 28:1 Rock - I Corinthians 10:4

Horn of Salvation - Psalm 18:2 Horn of Salvation - Luke 1:69

Shepherd - Psalm 23:1; Isaiah 40:10-11 Good Shepherd - John 10:11; Great Shepherd -

Hebrews 13:20;
Chief Shepherd - I Peter 5:4

King of Glory - Psalm 24:7-10 Lord of Glory - I Corinthians 2:8
Light - Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 60:19 Light - John 1:4-9; 8:12
Salvation - Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 12:2 Only Salvation - Acts 4:10-12
Lord of Lords - Psalm 136:3 Lord of Lords - Revelation 19:16 Holy One -
Isaiah 12:6 Holy One - Acts 2:27
Lawgiver - Isaiah 33:22 Testator of the First Covenant

ie... Giver of the Law - Hebrews 9:14-17
Judge - Isaiah 33:22 Judge - Micah 5:1; Acts 10:42
First and Last - Isaiah 41:4; 44:6; 48:12 First and Last - Revelation 1:8; 22:13
Only Savior - Isaiah 43:11; 45:21; 60:16 Savior - Titus 2:13; 3:6
Giver of Spiritual Water - Isaiah 44:3; 55:1 Giver of Living Water - John 4:10-14; 7:38-39
King of Israel - Isaiah 44:6 King of Israel - John 1:49
Only Creator - Isaiah 44:24; 45:8; 48:13 Creator of Everything - John 1:3; Colossians

1:16; Hebrews 1:10
Only Just God - Isaiah 45:21 Just One - Acts 7:52
Redeemer - Isaiah 54:5; 60:16 Redeemer - Galatians 3:13; Revelation 5:9
# * % , 3 # 2777 8?7 7%"
Jehovah-jireh (provider) Provider Hebrews 10:10-12
Jehovah-rapha (healer) Healer James 5:14-15
Jehovah-nissi (banner, victory) Victory I Corinthians 15:57
Jehovah-m’kaddesh (sanctifier) Sanctifier Ephesians 5:26
Jehovah-shalom (peace) Peace John 14:27
Jehovah-sabaoth (Lord of hosts) Lord of Hosts James 5:4-7
Jehovah-elyon (Most High) Most High Luke 1:32, 76, 78
Jehovah-raah (shepherd) Shepherd John 10:11
Jehovah-hoseenu (maker) Maker John 1:3
Jehovah-tsidkenu (righteousness) Righteousness I Corinthians 1:30
Jehovah-shammah (present) Ever Present One Matthew 28:20

D. Without a doubt, Jesus is the ONE Jehovah God of the Old Testament! This is why Thomas fell
to his knees with these words: # v ", And Thomas answered and said unto him, My
Lord and my God. ' Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
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IV. Jesus is the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost

A. The titles of "Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost" refer to three roles or manifestations of the ONE
God.

1. Father - emphasizes God’s roles as Creator, Father of angels, Father of born-again
believers, and Father of the humanity of Jesus Christ. It always refers to the invisible
Spirit of God.

2. Son - refers to both the humanity of Jesus Christ, and the flesh that God became for the
purpose of man'’s salvation.

3. Holy Ghost - emphasizes God’s active power in the world and among men and refers to
His work of regenerating a believer to a new life through the infilling of the Spirit. It
always refers God's ability to anoint, baptize, fill, bless, and indwell human lives.

B. Of course, these are not the only titles of God and nowhere in scripture are we commanded to
limit God to only these three titles or elevate these three titles to a special place of prominence.
They are not names and Jesus said that the name of the Father is Jesus: # , Iam come
in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will
receive.

C. The name of the Holy Spirit is Jesus: # , But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

1. This explains why the disciples of Jesus obeyed Matthew 28:19 by always baptizing “in the
name of Jesus" (see Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5; 22:16; I Corinthians 1:12-13).

D. Jesus is the Father (He is human form of the invisible Spirit of God): # , I and my
Father are one. Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. , Jesus answered them,
Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?

The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy, and

because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.

1 # v **, Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. "', Jesus
saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me,
Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us
the Father?

2. $ 4 , In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins: , Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature.

E. The Father is the Holy Spirit. +, , There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are
called in one hope of your calling.

1. John 3:16 says that God is the Father of Jesus, yet Matthew 1:18-20 and Luke 1:35 tell us
that the Holy Ghost overshadowed Mary and she conceived. Whoever causes conception
to take place is the father, so the Father and the Holy Ghost must be different terms for
the same God!

2. God the Father raised up Jesus from the dead in Acts 2:24 and Ephesians 1:17-20, yet
Romans 8:11 says that the Spirit raised Jesus from the dead!

3. The prophet Joel prophesied that Jehovah would “pour out my Spirit upon all flesh” in Joel
2:27-29, yet Peter said the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost was
the fulfillment of this scripture in Acts 2:1-4, 16-18. The Holy Ghost must be the Jehovah
God of the Old Testament!

4. The Holy Spirit fills the life of a Christian in John 14:17 and Acts 4:31, yet the Spirit of the
Father fills hearts in Ephesians 3:14-16 and the Father lives within us in John 14:23.

5. The Holy Ghost is our Comforter in John 14:26, yet God the Father is the God of all
comfort who comforts us in all our tribulations in II Corinthians 1:3-4!

6. The Spirit sanctifies us in I Peter 1:2, yet the Father sanctifies us in Jude 1.
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7. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God in II Timothy 3:16, yet the Old Testament

prophets were moved by the Holy Ghost in II Peter 1:21.

8. Paul states that our bodies are the temples of God in I Corinthians 3:16-17, then tells us

that they are the temples of the Holy Ghost in I Corinthians 6:19.

9. The Spirit of the Father will give us words to say in time of persecution in Matthew 10:20,

yet Mark 13:11 states that the Holy Ghost will do so.

F. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus.

1. Jesus will raise the believer from death in John 6:40, yet the Spirit will quicken (bring life

to) the dead in Romans 8:11.

2. The Spirit raised Christ from the dead in Romans 8:9-11, yet Jesus Christ said that He

would raise Himself from the dead in John 2:19-21.

3. In John 14:16, the Father would send another Comforter, the Holy Ghost, yet two verses
later in John 14:18, Jesus said, "I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.” In
verse 17 Jesus told His disciples that He was “with them,” but that He would soon be “in
them.” Jesus explained the difference in John 16:7 when he stated that He had to go
away or else the Comforter would not come. After Jesus went away in the Flesh at the
ascension, He came back in Spirit form to live INSIDE of His disciples on the Day of
Pentecost!

. The Holy Ghost abides in the hearts of Christians in John 14:16, yet Jesus promised that
He would abide with His followers to the end of the world in Matthew 28:20.

5. Believers are filled with the Holy Ghost in Acts 2:4, 38, yet it is Christ who dwells in us in
Colossians 1:27.

6. Paul told the church at Ephesus in Ephesians 3:16-17 that by having the Spirit in the inner
man, we have Christ in our hearts.

7. In Ephesians 5:26, Christ sanctifies the church, yet in I Peter 1:2 the Spirit does.

8. The Spirit is our intercessor in Romans 8:26, yet in Hebrews 7:25, Jesus is our intercessor.

V. The Trinity is a Tradition Invented by Man
A. We cannot use scriptures to prove a "trinity" because the trinity did not come from the pages of
the Word of God, but rather from the blending of philosophy, pagan worship, and Christianity
into a "universal" religion in the fourth century that would later become the Roman Catholic

Church. In fact, the concept of "three in one" was not accepted until toward the end of the

fourth century in church councils that took place over 300 years after the time of Christ. These

councils were the efforts of a non-believing emperor, Constantine, to force a universal system of
beliefs in his kingdom. The theological decisions were based not upon scripture, but upon

"finding a happy medium for all beliefs." The Early Apostolic Church of the book of Acts did not

believe in a trinity but simply believed that Jesus was the one God of the Old Testament and that

the Holy Spirit was His Spirit living within them. Here are some quotes from eminent Bible
scholars (most are Trinitarians) which show that even the learned scholars admit that the trinity
is a later invention by man:

1. Jaroslav Pelikan in The Emergence of the Catholic Tradition (100-600), vol. 1 of The
Christian Tradition: A History of the Development of Doctrine: You are not entitled to the
beliefs you cherish about such things as the Holy Trinity without a sense of what you
owe to those who have worked this out for you. To circumvent Saint Athanasius on the
assumption that if you put me alone in a room with the New Testament, I will come up
with the doctrine of the Trinity, is naive. . . . The dogma of the Trinity . . . was
hammered out during the third quarter of the fourth century. (pgs 210-211)

2. Jaroslav Pelikan in The New Catholic Encyclopedia: When one does speak of an
unqualified Trinitarianism, one has moved from the period of Christian origins to, say,
the last quadrant of the fourth century. It was only then that what might be called the
definitive Trinitarian dogma "one God in three Persons"” became thoroughly assimilated
into Christian life and thought. . . . The formulation "one God in three Persons"” was not
solidly established, certainly not fully assimilated into Christian life and it's profession of
faith, prior to the end of the fourth century. (under "Trinity, Holy")

N
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3. W. Fulton in Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics: At first the Christian faith was not
Trinitarian. . . . It was not so in the apostolic and sub-apostolic ages, as reflected in the
NT and other early Christian writings. Nor was it so even in the age of the Christian
apologists. And even Tertullian, who founded the nomenclature of the orthodox doctrine,
knew as little of an ontological Trinity as did the apologists . . . (see article, "Trinity")

4. John Baillie in The Library of Christian Classics: 7he assertion that the Trinity is the
distinctively Christian idea of God is seriously misleading. . . . What is true is that from
the third century onwards the distinctively Christian idea of God began to fit itself into a
trinitarian mould. This mould was adopted and adapted from Hellenistic (ie. . Greek)
philosophy . . . (The Place of Jesus Christ in Modern Theology, pg 185)

B. The concept of the trinity was introduced due to the failure of many religious leaders to heed and
obey the warning of Colossians 2:8-9. One of the many hurdles that you must overcome in your
walk with God is to decide who you will believe: the Word of God or the traditions of men. In this
lesson, we have given scripture after scripture defining who God is and they explicitly declare

A5 A o # B
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Scriptural Problems with Trinitarianism

The following is group of questions and notes that point out some of the many ways that Trinitarianism
contradict scriptural teaching. It is not exhaustive but reflects some of the major problems with the
orthodox "three in one" view held by so many Christians today. The list is authored and compiled by Dr.
David K. Bernard in his excellent book, The Oneness of God:

1.

10.
11.

12

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Did Jesus Christ have two fathers? The Father is the Father of the Son (I John 1:3), yet the child
born of Mary was conceived by the Holy Ghost (Matthew 1:18, 20; Luke 1:35). Which one is the
true Father? Some Trinitarians say that the Holy Ghost was merely the Father's agent in
conception—a process they compare to artificial insemination!

How many Spirits are there? God the Father is a Spirit (John 4:24), the Lord Jesus is a Spirit (II
Corinthians 3:17), and the Holy Spirit is a Spirit by definition. Yet there is one Spirit (I Corinthians
12:13; Ephesians 4:4).

If Father and Son are coequal persons, why did Jesus pray to the Father? (Matthew 11:25). Can
God pray to God?

Similarly, how can the Son not know as much as the Father? (Matthew 24:36; Mark 13:32).
Similarly, how can the Son not have any power except what the Father gives Him? (John 5:19,
30; 6:38).

Similarly, what about other verses of Scripture indicating the inequality of the Son and the
Father? (John 8:42; 14:28; I Corinthians 11:3).

Did “God the Son” die? The Bible says the Son died (Romans 5:10). If so, can God die? Can part
of God die?

How can there be an eternal Son when the Bible speaks of the begotten Son, clearly indicating
that the Son had a beginning? (John 3:16; Hebrews 1:5-6).

If the Son is eternal and existed at creation, who was His mother at that time? We know the Son
was made of a woman (Galatians 4:4).

Did “God the Son” surrender His omnipresence while on earth? If so, how could He still be God?
If the Son is eternal and immutable (unchangeable), how can the reign of the Son have an
ending? (I Corinthians 15:24-28).

If in answer to questions 3 through 11 we say only the human Son of God was limited in
knowledge, was limited in power, and died, then how can we speak of “God the Son"? Are there
two Sons?

Whom do we worship and to whom do we pray? Jesus said to worship the Father (John 4:21-
24), yet Stephen prayed to Jesus (Acts 7:59-60).

Can there be more than three persons in the Godhead? Certainly the Old Testament does not
teach three but emphasizes oneness. If the New Testament adds to the Old Testament message
and teaches three persons, then what is to prevent subsequent revelations of additional persons?
If we apply Trinitarian logic to interpret some verses of Scripture, we could teach a fourth person
(Isaiah 48:16; Colossians 1:3; 2:2; I Thessalonians 3:11; James 1:27). Likewise, we could
interpret some verses of Scripture to mean six more persons (Revelation 3:1; 5:6).

Are there three Spirits in a Christian’s heart? The Father, Jesus, and the Spirit all dwell within a
Christian (John 14:17, 23; Romans 8:9; Ephesians 3:14-17). Yet there is one Spirit (I Corinthians
12:13; Ephesians 4:4).

There is only one throne in heaven (Revelation 4:2). Who sits upon it? We know Jesus does
(Revelation 1:8, 18, 4:8). Where do the Father and the Holy Spirit sit?

If Jesus is on the throne, how can He sit on the right hand of God? (Mark 16:19). Does He sit or
stand on the right hand of God? (Acts 7:55). Or is He in the Father’s bosom? (John 1:18).

Is Jesus in the Godhead or is the Godhead in Jesus? Colossians 2:9 says the latter.
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19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

24,

25.
26.

Given Matthew 28:19, why did the apostles consistently baptize both Jews and Gentiles using the
name of Jesus, even to the extent of rebaptism? (Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5; 22:16; I
Corinthians 1:13).

Who raised Jesus from the dead? Did the Father (Ephesians 1:20), or Jesus (John 2:19-21), or
the Spirit? (Romans 8:11).

If Son and Holy Ghost are coequal persons in the Godhead, why is blasphemy of the Holy Ghost
unforgivable but blasphemy of the Son is not? (Luke 12:10).

If the Holy Ghost is a coequal member of the trinity, why does the Bible always speak of Him
being sent from the Father or from Jesus? (John 14:26; 15:26).

Does the Father know something that the Holy Spirit does not know? If so, how can they be
coequal? Only the Father knows the day and hour of the second coming of Christ (Mark 13:32).
Did the trinity make the old and new covenants? We know the LORD (Jehovah) did (Jeremiah
31:31-34; Hebrews 8:7-13). If Jehovah is a trinity, then Father, Son, and Spirit all had to die to
make the new covenant effective (Hebrews 9:16-17).

If the Spirit proceeds from the Father, is the Spirit also a son of the Father? If not, why not?

If the Spirit proceeds from the Son, is the Spirit the grandson of the Father? If not, why not?

We believe that trinitarianism is not a biblical doctrine and that it contradicts the Bible in many ways. The
Scriptures do not teach a trinity of persons. The doctrine of the trinity uses terminology not used in
Scripture. It teaches and emphasizes plurality in the Godhead while the Bible emphasizes the oneness of
God. It detracts from the fullness of Jesus Christ’s deity. It contradicts many specific verses of Scripture.
It is not logical. No one can understand or explain it rationally, not even those who advocate it. In short,
trinitarianism is a doctrine that does not belong to Christianity.
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Christian Character

What are the distinguishing marks of a Christian? If you are saved, then does your outward manner even
matter? Jesus said that it did and that the outward manifestation of a person's life gives an unmistakable
representation of their inner condition.

C D , Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth
evil fruit. I, A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good
fruit. " Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

A tree that is corrupt or sickly on the inside, will bring forth sickly fruit, but a healthy tree produces good
fruit. In context, Jesus is not talking about the difference between saints and sinners, but how you can
tell which "believers" are really allowing God to do a work in their life. He said “by their fruits ye shall
know them." Simply having faith toward God, repenting of your sins, being baptized in Jesus' name, and
receiving the Holy Ghost is not enough if you do not continue to allow God to change your life. Those
steps, which form the initial plan of salvation, take care of the past sin problem, and cause us to be "born
again." But after our new birth, we must grow and mature in the kingdom of God. We can easily tell
where we are in our spiritual growth process by looking at our "fruit," or our words and deeds.

I. The Works of the Flesh

A. Paul used the good fruit/bad fruit analogy in the book of Galatians to reveals specific things that we
should avoid and that we should produce. The bad "fruit" are called the "works of the flesh."
54 " Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations,
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, , Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of
the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

B. Notice that Paul is writing to the church people in Galatia, and he clearly states that "they which do
such things shall NOT inherit the kingdom of God." The Galatian Christians had been "born again"
but they still had to cease from bearing "bad fruit." Let's take a brief look at what each of the
words mean in the original Greek:

1. Adultery - unfaithfulness to marriage.

2. Fornication - any sexual activity not between a man and his wife.
3. Uncleanness - impure motives.

4. Lasciviousness - open and shameless lust.

5. Idolatry - worshiping or serving anything other than the true God.
6

7

8

9

. Witchcraft - sorceries, dabbling in the occult, and incantations.
. Hatred - placing yourself at odds with other people to purposely cause a division.
. Variance - constant verbal arguing and debating.
. Emulations - misplaced zeal; being passionate for the wrong things.
10. Wrath - constant anger; giving in to your temper.
11. Strife - self-promoting; putting others down in an attempt to elevate self.
12. Seditions - division; disunity with the church.
13. Heresies - sticking by your opinion even when it is errant or hurtful to others.
14. Envyings - jealousy mixed with spite.
15. Murders - to Kkill; either physically or with our tongue.
16. Drunkenness - intoxication; partaking of any substance which causes it.
17. Revellings - literally a late night party of drinking; refers to a "party" lifestyle.
C. For another list of such "bad fruit" see Romans 1:28-32.
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I1. The Fruit of the Spirit
A. Paul also went on to identify the "good fruit" for the Galatian church. Notice "fruit" is singular and
that it is actually one "fruit" with nine parts. We cannot pick and choose which one we prefer,
but we must have ALL of the things listed here: 5 4 But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, , Meekness, temperance: against
such there is no law.
B. Let's again look at what each of the words mean in the original Greek:

1. Love - an unselfish, sacrificial love. There are three basic words for "love" in the Greek:
agape, phileo (brotherly love; tender affection), and eros (sexual love). The scriptures
always use "agape" to denote the love shown to us by God becoming flesh and dying for
us and that same word is used here.

2. Joy - cheerfulness; calm delight. An outward "fruit" of a true Christian should be a constant
calm and happiness even throughout bad days. Because we know that this life is but
temporary and that we are living our lives to be ready for eternity, then we can calmly
face any calamity!

3. Peace - security and harmony between individuals. Our relationships with others should be
more "peaceful" as we begin to obey more of God's Word.

4. Longsuffering - patience; not easily discouraged. We must not only learn to be more patient
with others, but also to learn to wait for God's perfect timing.

5. Gentleness - usefulness in character. In other words, we must have a willing attitude to
work and help and further the kingdom of God.

6. Goodness - manifesting an overall pure and good spirit. When people have been around us,
they should not leave feeling "dirty" or "bothered" because of what they have seen or
heard. They should be able to detect a quiet sincerity and the innocence of the Holy Ghost
within our lives.

7. Faith - conviction of the truth. We should hold on to the principles and doctrines of the
Word of God and refuse to waver from them. This also refers to being faithful by being
reliable, keeping promises, thorough, on time, etc...

8. Meekness - humility; gentleness of spirit and mildness of response. In other words, we
should not allow ourselves to be easily provoked or to instantly react to adverse situations.
This is the opposite of a "flare of anger" and revenge.

9. Temperance - self-control; not allowing sinful desires to master you. In other words, we
must control our attitudes and appetites and reign them into submission to the Word of
God no matter what our "flesh" feels like.

III. Things to Remember About Our Spiritual Fruit

A. God requires that we bring forth good fruit. He is very patient and will take great pains to see
that we are productive after we are "born again." However, if we do not bear fruit after His
continual efforts to help us, we will be "cut down." - "', He spake also this parable; A
certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came and sought fruit thereon, and
found none.  Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? I And
he answering said unto him, Lord, /et it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it:
" And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.

1. In this parable, the owner of the vineyard represents God, the "dresser of the vineyard"
represents your pastor, and the vine represents you. After a period of time, God expects
for us to bear good fruit. If we do not bear "good fruit" after being "planted" in the
vineyard of God, then the inside must be corrupt and will be removed from the
vineyard. Your outward works do not save you at first, but over a period of time they do
reveal the inward condition of your heart. D ', Every tree that bringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
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B. When you begin to bear "good fruit," God will "prune" us so that we can bear even more fruit.
# , Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

1. If a fruit tree is pruned, and excess branches are removed, then the harvest next year
will be more bountiful!l Also, the colder the winter, the sweeter the fruit in the
springtime. Perhaps you feel as if God is putting you through some trials and is working
in your life again trying to remove any hindrances and the "excess" in your life. Do not
get discouraged, because God is simply preparing you for an even greater harvest of
good things!

C. We can only bear good fruit by "abiding" in God. # , Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in
me. , I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

1. The word "abide" here means "to stay; to endure; to not depart." No matter how cold a
trial that we may go through, or how tough life may seem to become, we MUST "abide"
with Jesus and trust Him. By doing so we cannot help but be fruitful.

V. Spiritual Fertilizers
A. Peter wrote about certain things that we can add to the "soil" of our heart that are guaranteed to
produce good fruit. 1, And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge; , And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience,; and to
patience godliness, 7, And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8,
For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
B. You "shall neither be barren nor unfruitful” if you add these seven things to your faith:
. Virtue - courage.
. Knowledge - understanding of the Word and Ways of God.
. Temperance - self-control.
. Patience - cheerful endurance.
. Godliness - reverence toward the things of God.
. Brotherly Kindness - love for "brothers and sisters" in the Lord.
. Charity - agape; sacrificial, unselfish love.

NoOuUuThhWwWN —~

V. Fruit Inspection Guidelines

A. Many evil deeds are black and white. It is not hard to learn and identify robbery, drunkenness,
lying, or murder as outward actions that should not be found in a Christian. But what about
when you have to make a decision to act in a situation where right or wrong is not clearly spelled
out within the Word of God? Some things may appear harmless on the surface and yet bring
spiritual destruction. Some things may appear questionable and yet really are wholesome.
Although situations may vary, God has given us some definite guidelines to judge whether or not
something is wholesome enough to be partaken of by a Christian. Think of these as "fruit
inspection guidelines." When you are confronted with a choice or thing that you are not sure

whether it is good or evil, ask yourself these questions about it:
1. Is it something that causes me to "be brought under the power" of something other than
God or His Word? $ , All things are lawful unto me, but all things are
not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of
any. C 3 Just because something is technically legal doesn’t mean that its
spiritually appropriate. If I went around doing whatever I thought I could get by with, I'd

be a slave to my whims.

2. Is it glorifying to God? $ , Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.
3. Is it profitable and up-building to me? $ , All things are lawful for me,

but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not. Just
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because you have the opportunity to do something does not mean that it is the right
choice.

? Is it a stumbling block? $ 1 "', But take heed lest by any means this liberty
of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak.

5. d> 3 CO D , let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us.

6. Is it what Jesus would do? # , He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also
so to walk, even as he walked,

If we are truly Christian (Christ like) then we ought to try to be like Him in every way!
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The Christian Family

The family unit is severely under attack in today's society. The divorce rate is over fifty percent, and
children who come from homes with one father and one mother who are together are now the
exceptions rather than the rule. Before God ever instituted a church or government, He instituted the
family unit in the Garden of Eden. And before there was ever a church or government, Satan was trying
to cause confusion within the family and tear it apart. Even today, the family is the place that the devil
tries to destroy the most. He knows that a church is only as strong as the families that make it up. It is
very clear then that all we have to do to see our homes destroyed is to do nothing. Gods' Word,
however, gives us clear instruction on protecting and keeping our homes from the attacks of this world
that would try to tear us apart.

I. God's Divine Order
A. There is a definite order in scripture for the home. If a home is to be as God designed it, then His
order must be followed.
1. Jesus Christ - The head of the husband; the Lord of the family.
2. Husband - The head of the wife; chief authority over the children.
3. Wife - The "helpmeet" to the husband; secondary authority over the children.
4. Children - Respectfully obedient to parents; authority over no one.

B. Many people immediately think negative when the word A A is used. The word simply
means A, 4 4 ,?A If any of this divine order for the family is misplaced,
problems and strife will result. For example, Jesus Christ is the highest authority of the family. If
the husband makes decisions that are against the Word of God, then there will be severe problems
within the home. Likewise, if the wife refuses to allow the husband to be the final authority of
situations and constantly questions and undermines her husband, then confusion will be rampant.
All of us probably know of a home where the children's will is priority and in such situations, not
only is it unpleasant to be around the family, but eventually the children will rebel against any
teaching that the parents try to convey. EVERY problem within the family unit will ALWAYS stem
from someone not following the order given by God.

II. The Wife's Responsibilities
A. Let's begin by looking at the two most prominent scriptures which deal with marital
responsibilities:

1+, , , Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the
Lord. , For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the
church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto
Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing... , Nevertheless let
every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she
reverence her husband.

2. , Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any
obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the
wives; , While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. , Whose
adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or
of putting on of apparel,  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not
corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price. , For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in
God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:  Even as Sara
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are
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not afraid with any amazement. , D 3 8 ;, Wives, in the
same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word,
they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives,  when they see the
purity and reverence of your lives. Your beauty should not come from outward
adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.
Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight. , For this is the way the holy women of the
past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. They were submissive
to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master.
You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.
B. The duties of the wife can be summed up in two words: Submission and
Reverence.

1. Submission - "to yield humble and intelligent obedience to an ordained authority."
Submission is one of the most powerful and beautiful concepts in the New Testament.
God does not hate women as some people think. He has commanded for them to be
submissive to Him and their husbands because in doing so they will be blessed, fulfilled,
productive, and spiritual. The choice to submit is the wife's decision that God has given
to her. If she submits, He will bless her, if she chooses the opposite, then confusion and
hurt will result.

2. Reverence - "to defer to, to respect outwardly and inwardly." The Greek word for
"reverence" in Ephesians 5:33 is the same word translated as "fear" in I Peter 3:2. The
wife is to defer to her husband's ultimate decision and do so with body language that
does not convey the opposite. Both Paul and Peter relate that the outward manifestation
of the wife -- how she acts, dresses, and speaks -- are the most important sign of
submission, reverence, or the lack thereof. A woman must refrain from "cutting down
her husband to others" and constantly griping and complaining. Instead she should put
on the "ornament of a meek and quiet spirit" which to God is worth much.

C. God created women and men as distinctly different for a particular purpose: they are to
complement each other and "complete" each other. Adam was not complete until he had Eve by
his side, and vice versa.

1. Our society pushes a "blending of the sexes" in dress, actions, roles, and almost every
other way. The scriptures teach the exact opposite, that there is to be a distinct
difference in the sexes in every way. God created the female to be more emotional and
more empathetic than the male. God created the male to be more logical and more
objective than the female. They are to work together to complete the marriage union
and each other.

2. Submission on the wife's part does not mean that she is not able to partake of the
decision making process, and if her husband fulfills his role as God planned, she will be
able to complement the husband's responsibility. What submission means is that once all
input has been received, and a final decision has to be made, that the wife goes along
with and obeys whatever her husband decides. She does so through respect for him, and
lifts him and his decision up.

3. She does not verbally or physically vent her displeasure in an effort to tear him down or
criticize him, but she wears a "meek and quiet spirit." This does not mean that a woman
cannot hold a leadership position in a church, in fact, throughout scripture we find
women in leadership roles, even in the Apostolic churches. What it means is that the
woman is to be the quiet input, not the complaining nag, within the marriage
relationship.

D. Look back at 8 ;, Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if
any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of
their wives. 1t gives definite guidelines for when a husband is not in church. The wife will only
win him by her "chaste conversation" or "lifestyle of submission." If your husband is not in
church, then you must submit in every area that you can and refuse to respond to him with
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revenge or spite. By treating him with reverence even though he really does not deserve it, you
can win him.

1. Sometimes the wife cannot submit in a particular area because the husband's command
contradicts God's commandments in scripture. If the husband demands that the woman
wear ungodly clothing, go to sinful places, or act in such a way that contradicts scripture,
then the wife does not have to submit in that area. She should submit in every other
area, however, and the only reason that she does not have to submit in a particular area
is when the husband has gone against his head, Jesus Christ.

III. The Husband's Responsibilities
A. The husband also has some definite responsibilities given in scripture: , Likewise, ye
husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not
hindered.
+, , Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also
loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, , That he might
present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 1, So ought
men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife
loveth himself. ' For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: , For we
are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. , For this
cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. , This is a great mystery: but
I speak concerning Christ and the church. , Nevertheless let every one
of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see
that she reverence her husband.
B. A husband's scriptural responsibilities to his wife can be also summed up in two words: love and
honor.
1. Love - in the Greek agape, which means "unselfish, sacrificial love." Three times in
Ephesians chapter 5, the man is commanded to "love" his wife, and he is to love her as
Jesus Christ loves the church. Instead of blaming and pointing out the faults and sins of
humanity, Jesus Christ came and selflessly died so that we could have eternal life and
have things right with him. The husband is to love his wife in such a manner. Notice the
following points about that kind of love.
To love his wife as Christ loves the church means that the husband
must . ..

n

. be willing to continually forgive despite repeat failures and wrongdoing.
. not ridicule them when they have made a stupid mistake.
. not scorn them because of the emotional differences of females.
. stay faithful even when you don't "feel like it."
be affectionate and respond to their needs even when you don't feel
affectionate.
be willing to choose the best course in the long run despite what the other
person may desire at the time.
g. show by example how to live, act, and worship.
h. be as faithful to the will of God in our lives as Jesus Christ was when He walked
this earth.
i. be willing to sacrifice our fleshly desires in order to have a better relationship.
2. Honor - "to deem and treat as precious." Wives are not the personal servants who are to
slave over the personal whims of the husband. Submission does not mean that they have
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to jump at the husband's every beck and call. Some men treat their wives as precious as
a maid girl whom they have hired to clean their house, and they get back very little
submission and reverence. To quote one Christian counselor: "if there is a submission
problem in the home, it can almost always be traced back to the man." Simply put, if the
husband will truly love his wife as Christ loved the church and be the example that he
should be, most women will have no problem with submitting to such a Godly example.

a. The husband must take care to treat his wife as something worth a great price.
Colossians 3:19 commands husbands to "be not bitter against them" talking
about their wives. A man who constantly criticizes his wife and puts her down
will be rewarded with a lack of submission and reverence from her. Again

Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge,
giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs
together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. Peter warns
that the husband's prayers will be hindered if he does not treat his wife
tenderly and honor her as a "joint-heir of the grace of life."

b. This is an important principle to understand: The authority over you will react to
you and treat you the way that you treat those under you.

c. There is a God-given order as we listed at the outset of this lesson. If the
husband treats the woman with contempt, then his communication with his
head, Jesus Christ is hindered. Likewise, if a woman allows the kids to run over
her authority, then her relationship with her husband will suffer. The husband
must show the wife how to submit through their example of submitting to
Jesus Christ. Likewise the wife must show the children how to properly submit
by her example of submitting to her husband. When the children will not obey
the wife and continually "mouth back" to her, then usually that is a by product
of how the wife has responded to the husband's authority. If the wife refuses
to listen to the decision and direction of the husband, then usually that is a
reflection of how the man is responding to the commands and direction of
Jesus Christ. But on the other hand, when the man submits to Jesus Christ and
His Word completely and the wife chooses to submit to her husband's
decisions, then the children will usually fall into line.

1IV. Children's Responsibilities
A. They are very simple: obey your parents, whether you like it or not. +, Children,
obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right?  Honour thy father and mother; (which is the
first commandment with promise;)  That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long
on the earth. , And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.

1. All children will test the limits of the authority set over them. They are simply seeing if
the parents will stand firm and whether or not they are dependable. If a child learns
that the parent does not mean what they say, then eventually they will not trust the
parent in any area. Children are to honor their parents just as husbands are to honor
their wives. There will be times that the child will not understand the discipline, but the
parents must not waver, because they are actually earning the child's respect by
"sticking to it."

V. Parent's responsibilities
A+, And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath.: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord. The fathers must especially realize their role in bringing up
the children. The scriptures tell us to "train up a child." That is, you must teach your children how
to act and not to act, by not only your words but also your actions. Children who have good role
models as parents who are trying to draw closer to God and who are willing to spend time in
"training" them will grow up to serve God and have peaceful homes and healthy relationships
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themselves. The child does not determine the course of the family or its actions. When they are
allowed to dictate the family according to their desires, chaos is the result.

B. There will be times when the parents make a mistake in correcting the child. In those times, the
parents should go to the child and apologize and admit their mistakes and ask for forgiveness.
Even a mistake can be an important tool to teach your children how to respond when they mess
up and how to forgive. Some parents think that to admit that they "made a mistake" will cause
their "authority" to be weakened. Actually the child will respect you more for being honest and
open than trying to be infallible when you are not. Your authority over your children is given by
God and is not dependent upon your "performance" as a parent. God honors humility and
repentance, even if it is from a parent to a child or vice versa.

C. True discipline of children should involve two factors:

1. Appropriate discipline for the offence.

2. The child asking for forgiveness to the parent, those who were wronged, and to God.

a. Many times parents forget to teach their children the importance of repenting
when corrected and they just assign a punishment without the children
expressing their repentance. A child who is not repentant, should receive a
harsher punishment for the offence than if they are genuinely sorry for what
they have done and express those feelings.

D. Many of the problems with raising children seen today are evidenced by the modern opinion that
raising kids is "women's work." In scripture, the father is commanded to take an active role in
teaching and training the child: @ , And these words, which I command thee
this day, shall be in thine heart: , And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

1. In Ephesians 6:4, it is the FATHERS who are commanded to not "provoke a child to anger."
In other words, "raise your children to follow a path of submission and love for God."

E. * , My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy
mother: , Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. , When thou
goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall
talk with thee. For the commandment is a lamp,; and the law is light; and reproofs of
instruction are the way of life:

1. Notice that the commandment of the father is the "lamp" and the law of the mother is the
"light." The lamp is the source of the light, and the light proceeds from the lamp just as
the lamp has sent it out. The father is to be the source of the general commandment and
the mother is to be the light that reaches out and actually touches the day to day lives of
the children.

a. For example, when there is a decision to be made about the children, then the
parents should confer and each express their opinion until they come to an
agreed conclusion. Then the father is to express the general decision and the
mother is to ensure that the child takes the necessary steps to obey the
decision. If the child refuses to obey the steps given by the mother, then the
mother should discipline the child. If the child refuses the entire decision, then
the father should administer discipline.

b. For a more specific example, say that the father and mother notice that the
child's room needs to be cleaned. They talk it over and decided that the child
cannot play until their room has been cleaned. The father should tell the child
the general command, that is, "you need to clean up your room, and until you
do, you cannot go out to play." The mother then must step in and be the "light"
by revealing the steps that the child must take. She might say something like
"okay, first gather all of your dirty clothes in a pile in the laundry room." "Okay,
next hang up all of those clothes that are on your bed and make it up." As the
child completes each task, the mother should encourage them with positive
reinforcement such as "you are almost there, now all that you have to do is
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pick up the toys and you can go." The father was the lamp and the mother was
the light.

c. Severe problems would result in the above example, if say, the father gave the
commandment and then the mother did not get involved leaving the child to
feel as if he doesn't know where to start. Another thing that could bring
problems is if the child refused to clean the room and the father and mother
gave in and allowed him to go play anyway. Another problem could arise if the
mother cleaned the room for the child telling him "your daddy makes too many
harsh demands..." Another problem might arise by the mother not submitting
to the husband's decision and telling the child "your daddy is now at work, you
don't have to clean your room." All of these scenarios that have been given
confuse the relationship that God set up in place and will cause great confusion
and heartache down the road of life.

d. We have a promise, though that when we do things God's way, He WILL respond
by blessing us.

F. @ Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine house, lest thou be a
cursed thing like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a
cursed thing. We must protect our families and our homes from things that God hates and stands
against. This scripture not only applies to physical things being brought into our houses, but
attitudes and actions that we bring into our family structure. We must do things God's way in our
homes, because if we do not, then we will be cursed. Satan will attack and do everything that he
can to break down our family units because he wants us to be cursed by God. But if we will set up
and conduct our families according to God's divine order and plan, then we can stand strong and
experience God's blessings and power in our home for the rest of our life!

/ . - *

Rules and Principles
Loren A. Yadon

Rules focus on actions;

Principles deal with motives.

Rules make decisions for you;
Principles make you think for yourself.
Rules are rigid;

Principles are flexible.

Rules refer to the “what;"”
Principles tell of the “why.”

Rules work in limited contexts;
Principles are universal.

Rules set minimum behavior;
Principles give you a way of life.
Rules focus on control;

Principles highlight character.

Rules ultimately produce hypocrisy;
Principles encourage consistency.
Rules ultimately create dependency;
Principles develop trust.

Rules perpetuate immaturity;
Principles develop maturity.

Rules bring bondage;

Principles bring liberty.

It is necessary to have rules to protect the immature. While establishing reasonable rules for our babes,
let us be teaching them principles so they can grow beyond our temporary control. Laws can only “baby
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sit” until the child matures and becomes a person of faith, accepting the responsibility for their own
conduct (Galatians 3:23-4:7). Mature people can only develop their full potential living by principles.
5 0 ¢4 3 B ", ",4 B
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Faithfulness

One of the greatest decisions that a person can make is to turn from sin to God. But after you make that
decision, then what? We now must learn to live in such a way that we can stay saved. We must continue
down the road to heaven until we actually make it in.
C D , But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
, Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also
called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

We must be willing to "fight the good fight of faith." We must not stop with the first step of initial
salvation from sin, but continue on living for God. All of these duties can be summed up in one scriptural
word: / O/E 8+%%B

I. What is the Next Step?

A. When people first give their life to the Lord, they often have trouble figuring out what their next
goal should be. Usually the "big things" in the kingdom of God attract them and they want to be
powerful speakers, great singers, prophets, teachers, missionaries, leaders, etc... God certainly
wants to use new people in those areas, but what is the first step to being all that God has
designed for you? Remember to pray for God's will for your life and not to try to force yourself into
someone else's ministry.

B. There is a law of growth and development that God set in motion at creation. Everything in the
natural and the spiritual is governed by these laws. The reason that Jesus said being saved was
like being "born again" is because you become a "new creature in Christ Jesus." Spiritually, you are
like a new-born babe and now you must grow from stage to stage in God's Kingdom:

As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

1. We are to "desire the sincere milk of the word" of God! Spiritual growth is a process of
learning and growing. You will grow the quickest and the fullest if you will give yourself to
study of God's Word. Listen to the preaching and teaching. Read and study areas in which
you have questions. Just like the lion does not become a great hunter until after some
time and birds do not fly until weeks after they are hatched, you too will begin to grow
until you can learn to "walk" in the direction of the Spirit of God.

2. So what should you focus on during this time of your spiritual life? The small things. The
everyday things. Learning to be faithful in the basic things is just like a small child learning
to crawl and then walk and then run on his own. Jesus said: - , He that is
faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is
unjust also in much.

3. The small things really matter to God, because He knows that He can only trust you with
the large anointing, blessings and gifts if you have proven faithful with the smaller things
in the kingdom of God. If a person has not been faithful with everyday prayer, then how
can God trust them with a ministry of prophecy which requires that they be extremely
sensitive with His Word? If a person has not been faithful in giving small amounts, then
how can God trust them with riches so that they can bless others greatly? God is more
concerned with what we do with what we have than how little or much that we think that
we have. If you have the Holy Ghost, then you have the greatest treasure on the face of

the earth!
a. $ , Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found
faithful. 8 ;, Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must
prove faithful.
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b. The God of glory has entrusted us with the riches of heaven, and now we must
prove faithful with the precious gift that He has given!

I1. Areas of Faithfulness
So what are some of the "small things" in which we must learn to be faithful so that God can elevate
and bless us? There are several specific areas mentioned in scripture in which a Christian must learn
to be faithful. Those who learn to be faithful in these areas will mature quickly in God. Those who are
not will always struggle spiritually until they learn these things.
A. Faithful In Worship - We must learn to praise and worship God even when times are tough. Our
praise will elevate us into the spiritual realm where God can bless us!

1. 4 , Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.

2. 4 , Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye
that are upright in heart.

3. 4 Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright.

Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten
strings.  Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.
4. 0 D , By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually,
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

B. Faithful In Prayer - We also must learn to be faithful in prayer. We've already covered prayer in
lesson #6, but notice the following scripture: 4 , Pray without ceasing.

1. That does not mean that we walk around all day with our eyes half closed muttering to
God, but that we must be faithful to prayer even if we do not see instant results.
Sometimes God is working behind the scenes to answer our prayer, even though we
cannot see Him actively working.

C. Faithful In Giving - Money is nothing to God, but it tends to be very important to man, therefore
God does care about your attitude toward giving and your finances. - 8 ;, % if
you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?

, And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you
property of your own?

1. Throughout scripture, God teaches the concept of tithing and offering. The word "tithe"
literally means "a tenth" or "ten percent." When God made a covenant with Abraham,
Abraham paid a tenth of his income to the man of God in his life, Melchizedek. The
practice of tithing was continued under law and has continued under Grace. To tithe
means that you give ten percent of your income to the ministry of the church. Notice the
following scriptures:

a. (4" ! , Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say,
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. ', Ye are cursed with a
curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. , Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove
me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough
to receive It.

b. D 2, "Yes, woe upon you, Pharisees, and you other religious
leaders-- hypocrites! For you tithe down to the last mint leaf in your garden,
but ignore the important things-- justice and mercy and faith. Yes, you should
tithe, but you shouldn't leave the more important things undone.

c. $ " , Do ye not know that they which minister about holy
things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are
partakers with the altar? , Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which

preach the gospel should live of the gospel.

d $ " 2, In the same way the Lord has given orders that
those who preach the Gospel should be supported by those who accept it.
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2. Tithing is the first ten percent of your income and is to support the ministry of the church.
Offerings are anything you give beyond your tithing and is to be for the upkeep of the
church buildings.

3. Many "Christians" today balk at the idea of paying regular tithing and offerings. Some
have even tried to say that it was not a scriptural principle for us today but ended with
Moses' law. We believe that tithing and offerings are required under Grace because:

a. Tithing and Offerings precede Law and thus did not end with the ending of Law.
b. If we are children of Abraham’s, then we will do the works of Abraham and he
paid tithes (Genesis 14:20; Hebrews 7:2-6).

c. Jesus commanded that we are to give God that which is due to Him (Matthew
22:21).

d. Jesus said that we “ought” to pay tithes (Matthew 23:23).

e. The writer of Hebrews mentioned that even under Grace, tithes were paid to the
ministry (Hebrews 7:8).

f. Paul told the Corinthian church that in the same manner of the priests of old

received payment for their services so should the ministers of the gospel (I
Corinthians 9:14).

g. God said that failure to pay tithes was robbery and we know that under Grace
no thieves shall enter into eternal life. (Malachi 3:8-10 with I Corinthians 6:9-
10)

D. Faithful In Attendance - Equally important is attending services and fellowships with your local
church family. O D , Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching. 2, Let us not neglect our church meetings, as some people do, but encourage
and warn each other, especially now that the day of his coming back again is drawing near.

1. We should be more faithful to the house of God as we get nearer to the return of Jesus
Christ. Missing a service is in the spirit like missing a meal in the natural. It will affect
your spiritual walk. The Early Apostolic church was faithful in church attendance AND in
fellowship with one another (Acts 2:46).

E. Faithful In Holy Living - "holiness” means "as is pleasing to God." 4 " ", O worship the
LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the earth.

1. 8:#; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy."”

2. . 2, And so, dear brothers, I plead with you to give your bodies to God.
Let them be a living sacrifice, holy-- the kind he can accept. When you think of what he
has done for you, is this too much to ask?  Don't copy the behavior and customs of
this world, but be a new and different person with a fresh newness in all you do and
think. Then you will learn from your own experience how his ways will really satisfy you.

3. We should be a new creature in our actions, appearance, speech, and over all lifestyle
after we come to God! To be faithful in holiness is to live as God wants in everyday life.
When we do, we will find that His way is definitely a better way to live!

F. Faithful to the Ministry - God has placed the ministry over you to help you and to instruct you.
Listen to the preaching and teaching of the pastor, he often speaks about issues that are
important within your life. We will talk about spiritual leadership more thoroughly in lesson #12,
but, for now, notice the following scripture: O D , Remember them which have the
rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the
end of their conversation. 2 Remember your leaders who have taught you the Word of God.
Think of all the good that has come from their lives, and try to trust the Lord as they do.

III. Faithful Even When Times Are Tough
A. The Apostle Paul is perhaps the greatest example of faithfulness in the scriptures. He absolutely
refused to allow anything to discourage him or cause him to sway from living for God. Because
of his faithfulness, God rewarded him with a ministry that forever changed the world! Listen to
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what Paul went through for Jesus: $ s, Are they servants of Christ?
(I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have Workea’ much harder, been in prison
more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. ,
Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten
with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the
open sea, , I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger
from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the
aity, in danger in the country, in danger at sea,; and in danger from false brothers. , I have
labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have
often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. ! Besides everything else, I face daily
the pressure of my concern for all the churches. ' Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who
/s led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn? , If I must boast, I will boast of the things that
show my weakness.

B. And yet at the end of his life, Paul still had this testimony: v For I am now ready
to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith: I Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

C. How could Paul stay so faithful to the things of God? Because he was completely convinced that
God would not fail him, and that nothing could cause him to lose out with God! . 1

' 8 ;, Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: "For your sake we face death
all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us. 1, For I am convinced that neither death nor
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, "', neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

IV. Seven Little Words
A. The greatest lesson on the importance of faithfulness in scripture is found in seven little words
that we want to hear Jesus Christ say about us at the end of this life. D His lord
said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

1. A1 4 3 4 *  BA That's what you want to hear at the
end of your life, because it is those of whom these words are spoken who will enter into
eternal life!

2. Faithfulness is the bottom line in living for God. God is not going to commend you on how
many people you prayed for to be healed, or how many hours you interceded for your
city, or how many hot meals that you gave away to the poor, and all of those things are
important. But, in the end, we will make heaven because we were faithful. Those seven
little words should resound in your mind as a goal. I want to hear Jesus say "well done,
thou good and faithful servant."

3. Above all else, I must be faithful.
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Spiritual Warfare

I. Three Battlefronts of Every Christian

A. When you become a Christian, you become a part of the "army" of God. It is not a natural army
with guns and swords, but a spiritual one that is fighting for the will of God to be done throughout
this world. $ 8 ;, For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as
the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary,
they have divine power to demolish strongholds. , We demolish arguments and every pretension
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it
obedient to Christ.

B. There are three "battlefronts" or places where a Christian must fight in the spirit. They are:

1. Our Flesh

2. Life

3. Satan

C. We fight our flesh when our human will does not want to pray or fast or be faithful to the things of

God. We fight against life through everyday duties and trials that come from simply being alive on
this planet, such as bills, flat tires, taxes, and unexpected emergencies. Through all of these things
we must be faithful to God's Word and purpose for our life. This lesson, though, is about the
spiritual warfare that comes from the attacks that Satan would try to bring against us. Not
everything bad happens to us is from Satan, but the devil does try to bring havoc, doubt, and
discouragement into the lives of Christians. The Apostle Paul put it like this: +,
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. , For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

D. There are four levels of evil spirits that are mentioned here against which we fight. The terms used
here indicate that there is an order of organization to the evil spirits within this world. Satan is not
omnipresent (able to be everywhere at once) and so he must dispatch his demonic angels and
assign them to specific areas and jobs.

1. Rulers of the darkness of this world - The Greek word here indicates that these are top level
rulers of a particular area. The angel mentioned to the prophet Daniel that he would have
to fight the "princes of Persia and Grecia" in order to return from ministering to him
(Daniel 10:20), so we can learn that there are demonic leaders of particular kingdoms and
regions of the earth. For example, there is a "ruler" of the area of America, another one of
Mexico, etc... Satan seems to set up his kingdom in conjunction with the nations and
political divisions of the earth.

2. Principalities - In the Greek, this word seems to refer to those evil spirits who are over a
particular stronghold within a nation. For example, New Orleans has a very old and
powerful demonic history and there is probably a very powerful demon in the spirit world
that rules the area.

3. Powers - In the Greek, this refers to those who execute the will of the principalities. It
probably refers to very specific stationary powers such as the demonic leaders of towns
and specific areas of the larger cities.

4. Spiritual wickedness in high places - These seem to refer to "roamers" or particular spirits
that roam the earth and that are sent by Satan to complete a particular task.

a. In addition to these four levels of demonic activity, scripture also teaches that a
lesser demonic angel is assigned to every human being to watch them and learn
their weaknesses and strengths. These personally assigned demons are referred
to in scripture as "familiar spirits." After a person dies, their familiar spirits often
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try to pass themselves off to others as the person whom they were assigned.
This explains why many people "see" and talk with relatives that have long been
dead and the concept of "ghosts" and "haunted houses."

b. While a person is alive, the familiar spirits can also pass information to other
familiar spirits about the person's strengths and weaknesses and life. Palm
readers and psychics that are genuine have opened themselves to commune
with the familiar spirits of people and so are able to tell facts about a person's
life that they had no way of knowing. In scripture, the familiar spirit of the
prophet Samuel appeared to Saul at the witch of Endor and acted like it was
Samuel (see I Samuel 28:7-25). It is through the communication these familiar
spirits that causes generational curses such as alcoholism, drug addictions, and
other weaknesses that seem to be "hereditary."

II. The Angels of the Lord

A. Originally, all of the angels were created to be "ministering spirits" for the Lord's purpose. The
scriptures speak of their being "millions and millions" of angels. They were all created by God in
the beginning. There are only three angels mentioned by name in all of scripture and each is
always associated with a particular function. Because of this fact when Lucifer fell, he took "a
third" of the angels with him that were obviously under his authority, it follows then that
originally God created the angels of heaven with specific ranks and purposes. The three angels
named in scripture are called "archangels" or chief angels and they are all "cherubims" having
two wings and one face:

1. Michael - The fighting angel. Every time that he is mentioned in scripture, he is fighting or
leading a battle in the spiritual realm. It was Michael that fought with Satan over the
dead body of Moses (Jude 1:9). He also helped the messenger angel get through with an
answered prayer to Daniel (Daniel 10). In the last days, Michael will fight against the
Antichrist and Satan (Daniel 12:1; Revelation 12:7-9). It follows that all other nameless
fighting angels mentioned in scripture are under the command of Michael (such as those
who guarded the entry way to the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3:24).

2. Gabriel - The messenger angel. Every time Gabriel is mentioned in scripture, he is
delivering a message from God. He delivered the message of the revelation of prophecy
to the prophet Daniel (Daniel 8; 9). It was Gabriel who appeared to Zacharias and told
him that he would soon have a son that would be the forerunner of Christ. He was also
the angel that told Mary she would be overshadowed by the Holy Ghost and conceive the
Messiah (Luke 1). It will probably be Gabriel that sounds the trumpet signaling the
Rapture of the Church (I Thessalonians 4:16). It follows that all other nameless
messenger angels mentioned in scripture are under the command of Gabriel.

3. Lucifer - The worshipping angel. He was cast from his place in God's kingdom because he
desired to be worshipped instead of God. We now refer to him as the devil or Satan.
We'll talk more about him in detail in a moment.

B. There are many other angels and functions mentioned in scripture. There are particular angels
that are assigned to fly around the throne of God night and day and worship Him continually
(Revelation 4:6-9). There are also "guardian angels" that are assigned to each human being as a
child: D) ', Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto
you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.

C. In short, there are at least four distinct types of "angels" in scripture:

1. Seraphims having six wings and one face - Isaiah 6:1-3.

2. Seraphims having six wings and four faces - Revelation 4:6-9.

3. Cherubims having four wings and four faces - Ezekiel 1:5-25; 10:7-22.

4. Cherubims having two wings and one face - I Kings 8:6-7.

a. These angels are obedient to the will of God and help Him carry out His will.
They also protect true believers in God:
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b. 4 " For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in
all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy
foot against a stone.

C. 4 , The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear
him, and delivereth them.

ITI. Where the Devil Came From

A. The mastermind of the demonic spiritual empire is Satan who has many other titles in scripture
such as "serpent, the accuser of the brethren, Beelzebub, Lucifer, devil, father of lies, son of
perdition, lying spirit, spirit of the Antichrist, the Red Dragon, etc..."

B. Satan started as "Lucifer" the most beautiful and anointed cherubim that God had created. There
are two places in scripture that give particular insight into what caused Satan to transform into
what we now know as the devil: , How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,
son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! ,
For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I
will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be
brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

C.+& - 4 1 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God, every precious stone was thy
covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire,
the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was
prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth; and I have set thee so. thou wast upon the holy mountain of God| thou hast walked
up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. , Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day
that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. By the multitude of thy merchandise
they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee
as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the
midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast
corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness. I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee
before kings, that they may behold thee.

1. It is as if during these prophecies, God allowed some insight to the origins of Satan.
These scriptures paint a vivid picture of Lucifer's early days. He was the "angel of light"
and was created to be able to worship God like no other. He was gifted with a beautiful
voice and built into his being were instruments to worship God with. He walked up and
down the "mountain of God" among stones of fire praising God in a way that only the
"anointed cherub" could. But, his beauty and talent began to affect Lucifer and caused
him to desire the praise and worship and adoration for himself. He tried to ascend to
the throne and take God's place, and was cast from his position. This is why Jesus said:

- YV, And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.

D. From Revelation 12:4, we know that a third of all of the angels fell with Satan. These fallen
angels became the demons that we know about today. Obviously, the third of angels that were
under Lucifer's rule were those assigned to worship God in a special way. There is never a
replacement found in scripture for Lucifer's position. That is why God covets our praise and
worship so much, because when we worship Him, we are able to fulfill the role vacated by
Satan. That is why Satan tries so hard to keep us from praising God in Spirit and in Truth,
because when we do, we are doing something that he could not do even when there was not a
devil!

E. In short, Satan is not the opposite of God. He does not have a pitchfork and red tail. He does not
live in hell. He is a fallen angel that is jealous of the attention and praise of which only God is
worthy and knows that his time is short and that he will end in defeat. Satan's goal is to take as
many people with him into the lake of fire by causing them to rebel against the plan of God in
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their life just as he did. Only God has all power. Satan is subject to God's power. Satan can only
have power within our life if we allow him through disobedience to God's Word.

IV. Weapons of our Warfare
A. Thankfully, we can overcome the devil and be victorious. God has given us "weapons" with which
to fight our spiritual battles. Here are some of the many "weapons" available to Spirit-filled

Christians:
1. Submission to God! # , Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you.
2. The Name of Jesus! C - And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my
name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues. - , And

the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us
through thy name.

3. The Power of the Holy Ghost! ( D , And when he had called unto him his
twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to
heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. * v, But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:

4. Prayer and Fasting! ( D ", Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and
said, Why could not we cast him out? And Jesus said unto them, Because of your
unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall
say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and
nothing shall be impossible unto you. Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer
and fasting.

5. The Blood of Jesus!

6. The Word of our Testimony!

7. Putting God's Kingdom First!

-* , And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our
brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. And they
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony,; and they loved not
their lives unto the death.

V. Victory
A. We can be victorious against the evil forces of this world! God has given us the ability to defeat
every trick that Satan would try to bring against us.
1. $ 8 ;, The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.
On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. , We demolish
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we
take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready to
punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete.
2.+, 1 8 ;, Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of
evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything,
to stand. , Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that
comes from the gospel of peace. , In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith,
with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 1, And pray in the
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert
and always keep on praying for all the saints.
3. # Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them. because greater is he
that is in you, than he that is in the world.
The God that lives inside of us is much greater than every demon in hell! In the end, it will only take one
angel to bind up Satan (Revelation 20:1-3). Do not allow the devil to cause fear to arise in your heart or
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cause doubt in God's Word, for if we stand upon God's promises and submit ourselves to Him, we cannot
help but be victorious!
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The Pastor and the Mlinistry

I. The Ministry
A. If man could understand and correctly apply the scriptures on their own, then Jesus Christ would

not have needed to spend three and a half years of extensive earthly ministry. If just having the
written Word of God was enough, then God would not have had to send so many preachers and
prophets to Israel throughout history. From Melchizedek (the man of God in Abraham's life), to
Elijah and Elisha, to John the Baptist and Peter and Paul, the plan of God has always been to send
Godly men who would hear His voice to expound upon the scripture and lead the people of God
closer to Him. A sign of Israel's rebellion was that they refused to hear the messengers appointed
by God to minister (Acts 7:51-53). In other words, a warning sign of someone going astray is
when they feel that they no longer need a preacher or a minister in their life to help them draw
closer to God.

B. God, Himself, has ordained the principle of ministry and preaching to help saints grow closer to Him.
Notice the following scriptures:

1.

$ For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not
God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. True
believers are saved by the "foolishness of preaching." It does seem, to the natural mind,
crazy to think of others patiently listening to someone else talk and exhort with fervency
about a book, but that is the plan that God has chosen to bring salvation into this world!

, In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world
began; , But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is
committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour. The word
"manifested" means "to make visible" or "to reveal." God has chosen to use preaching and
thus a preacher to reveal His word and illuminate the correct way to apply it to our lives.

- So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

, How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and
/70W shall they be//eve in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear
without a preacher? God uses preaching to bring faith in our lives so that we can receive
everything that He has for us. Without a preacher, you would not grow very close to God
because your faith would not be challenged to trust more and more in God. Everyone
needs a man of God in their life to help apply and to reveal the scriptures.

4. Perhaps the story of Philip and the Eunuch best illustrates this truth: = 1 , And

Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest

thou what thou readest? , And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me?
And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.

a. When you read the entire story, Philip was having terrific revival in Samaria and

God commanded him to leave the revival and go to a specific lonely spot in the

desert. When Philip got to the place, he saw a chariot traveling into the desert

with an Ethiopian man reading the book of Isaiah. When Philip ran to him and

asked the man "do you understand what you are reading about?" The Ethiopian

confessed that he did not and said "how can I, except some man should guide

me?" He was reading a prophecy about how Jesus Christ would suffer and

thought that the passage was talking about Isaiah himself. As Philip began to

tell him the story of Jesus' death and resurrection, the man believed what was

being told. Before the day was over, the man had been baptized in the name of
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Jesus and received the Holy Ghost! Philip had performed the same ministry to
the Ethiopian that Jesus had for the disciples after His resurrection, by
explaining scripture correctly and bringing revelation and thus faith and
salvation.

b. No doubt there has been a passage of scripture that you have read many times
but really did not understand the importance or how to correctly apply it to your
life until a minister or a wise saint began to explain it with other scriptures that
correlated. That is because God anoints and uses men to help apply the
scriptures to our lives. You need a minister for that very purpose in your life!

I1. The Five-Fold Ministry
A. There are five distinct offices to which God calls men when He calls them into the ministry. They

are found in the following scripture: +, , And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers. The five-fold ministry in order
is then:

1. Apostles - The word "apostle" literally means "one who is sent forth with orders. The word
has a two-fold meaning in the modern church. / , the work of an Apostle is done
when God sends someone into an area (physically or spiritually) that has never heard the
Gospel before and establishes a work of God "from scratch." % * the office of the
Apostle carries the idea of a "leader of leaders" and someone who is sent from God to
"pastor ministers" and ministry. We know this because throughout the New Testament
scriptures everyone designated "Apostles" arose to a position of authority over other
ministers. Taking into account all of the scriptural instances of the use of the term
Apostle, reveals that a modern day Apostle is a man who is sent by God to give general
direction to the leadership of a church and movement.

a. There is quite a controversy over the term "apostle" today. We do not have the
time to delve off into the many varied beliefs, but I would like to point out one
refutation of a dangerous misconception. Many people teach that if a person is
an Apostle, then they have the right to write scripture. While it is true that the
original 12 Apostles had the right to write scripture, that is not true for others
(such as Barnabas, for example). We must remember that to write scripture,
one had to be an "eye witness" of the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ and had
to have Him appeared to them (2 Peter 1:16). This is why the Apostle Paul
called himself an "apostle born out of due time" because Jesus appeared to
him on the road to Damascus (1 Corinthians 15:8-9). For Paul to have the
authority to write scripture, he had to have such an experience. You and I
today cannot add our own books to the Word of God because we were not eye
witnesses of the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ. The job of the ministry today
is to teach the principles found in the perfect Word of God.

2. Prophets - The word here in the Greek literally means "foreteller." It refers to a minister
that is called by God to operate deeply in the realm of the Spirit. They may be used to
reveal the future of a particular situation or to reveal what God would like to do in
someone's life or church if they will step out in faith. There are some men (and women)
whose calling in life is to bring spiritual direction to a church or body of believers and to
supernaturally reveal the plan of God in situations. These people are prophets.

3. Evangelists - Literally in the Greek "bringer of good news." It refers to someone who is not
called to a particular location but to travel telling people of the saving Gospel of Jesus
Christ perhaps for the first time. Typically an evangelist feels a special calling and
anointing to reach the lost. Their job is to come into a local area and hear from God for
that particular time and then move on to encourage and ignite a fire in the next place
that God would send them.
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4. Pastors - The term literally means "shepherd." It refers to a calling of God to "live with the
flock" of believers and guide them day in and day out in the things of God. We will talk
more about the pastor in @ moment.

5. Teachers - This is a much neglected ministry in many churches, but it is just as important
as the other four callings of God. Some people are called by God to study the scriptures
in depth and be able to convey difficult concepts in a way that people can understand
and use them in their personal lives. Such ministers are called to be teachers.

III. The Purpose of the Five-Fold Ministry

A. The scripture in Ephesians goes on to tell us why God ordained such a system of ministry:
+, For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ. There are three purposes glven here:

1. For the perfecting of the saints - The word "perfecting" literally means "maturing." God
has sent the ministry to mature saints from new born babes in Christ to mighty warriors
in the Spirit (see verse 14 below).

2. For the work of the ministry - The word "ministry" literally means "to be as a servant,
carrying out the orders of the master." For a church to exist and function as God
intended for it to, there is a tremendous amount of work that must be done. The
ministry is to lead by example how to "serve God."

3. For the edifying of the body of Christ - The word for "edifying" literally means "to build
up." The ministry is to build up faith and joy and righteousness within the local church
and form them into a spiritual army fighting for the will of God.

B. +, , Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfecz‘ man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That
we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; ,
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ: The ministry is to keep working, exhorting, preaching, and reaching until all come into
the unity of the faith and knowledge of Jesus Christ and become mature Christians that are no
longer easily swayed by every "new belief" that men create but become Christians who are well
grounded in the Word of God and able to produce fruit for the kingdom of God.

IV. Your Pastor

A. Your pastor is special because he is the one whom God has called to be your spiritual shepherd
and to protect you, guide you, feed you, correct you, nurture you, and help you mature. The
Apostle Peter wrote about the duties of the pastor/shepherd: , The elders which
are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also
a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:  Feed the flock of God which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly,; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready
mind; , Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. ~ And
when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
The Pastor is commanded to perform several duties here and throughout the scripture:

1. Feed the flock of God - One of the primary duties of the pastor is to feed the sheep/saints
with spiritual food each week. Much of his time and effort each week must go into
preparing balanced meals of preaching and teaching that provides the spiritual nutrients
that the flock needs. A good shepherd makes sure that his flock is well fed and also
causes them to lie down so to thoroughly digest the food (Psalms 23:2). A good pastor
must lead the flock to the right area of God's Word each week and present it in such a
way that it encourages them to consume everything that God has for them at that time.

2. Take the oversight thereof - This literally means in the Greek to "watch carefully, inspect,
and beware of the dangers surrounding." It is a pastor's job to watch carefully for
spiritual danger and to oversee the spiritual direction of the church and saints. The
scriptures say: O D , Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit
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yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may
do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

a. One day the pastor must give an account of you to Jesus Christ, the "chief
shepherd!" We will all be judged according to whether or not we obeyed them
and submitted ourselves to their leadership. Listen to your pastor, he prays
and fasts for your souls!

3. Lead by example - Peter goes on to write that the pastors should perform their calling

willingly and not be deterred by "filthy lucre" or bribes. They are not to be "lord's over
God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock." A lord does not perform himself the
duties of his servants. The pastor is not to preach and demand something from the flock
that he does not do himself. He is rather to lead by example.

4. There are other responsibilities of the local minister given in scripture. The pastors must

also:
a. Preach the Word - 2 Timothy 4:1-5.
b. Reprove and rebuke with all longsuffering - 2 Timothy 4:2.
c. Make disciples, baptize, and teach them to observe all things the Lord has
commanded Acts 8:26-39).
d. Give direction for our lives as Paul did to the Corinthian church - 1 Corinthians
5:11.

V. The Saints' Responsibilities to the Pastor and Ministry

A. The saints have some scriptural duties and guidelines to make sure that the relationship between
them and the ministry stays correct and Godly. Here are some of the responsibilities to the
ministry:

1.

2.

3.

7.

Obey them that have the rule over us (Hebrews 13:7). Follow their advice and spiritual
teachings.

Esteem them very highly in love (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13). Love them with a godly love
and pray for them and lift up their ministry.

Count them worthy of double honor (1 Timothy 5:17). Treat the ministry with respect and
honor, twice as much as you would anyone else in authority in your life.

. Salute (greet with respect) them that have the rule over us (Hebrews 13:24). Give them a

title of honor and speak to them in respect and not in disrespectful tones or comments.

. We are not to muzzle them (1 Timothy 5:18). In other words do not try to use your

influence, position, or money to try to alter what they preach and teach from the Word of
God. Do not get upset if the preacher preaches a message that "hits home."

. We are not to receive an accusation against them except before two or three witnesses

with the minister present (1 Timothy 5:19). Refuse to listen to others who are bitter
against the ministry. Refuse to join with them. Believe the best about the ministry and do
not receive an accusation unless you have three witnesses that are willing to go with you
to confront the person accused! If people are just mumbling and complaining and they do
not have the guts to face the person that they have a problem with their complaints, then
they are sinning by gossip and you do not want anything to do with that sort of spirit!
Remember that if a person is offended by anyone, they are to first go to that person
alone according to scripture (Matthew 18:15-17). If they have told you of the problem
before they have gone to the person that offended them, then they have sinned against
God and likely have a rebellious spirit of which you cannot afford to partake.

Pray for them (Hebrews 13:18). Because of their influence in so many lives, the devil would
like nothing more than to see the ministry get discouraged, complacent, or fall into sin.
Pray that God will keep them from such attacks and that their ministry would be fruitful
and Spirit led. If you do not like how a minister is preaching or ministering, then ask
yourself one question before you complain: how much prayer and fasting have you
invested for that preachers' ministry? Perhaps they need you to stand with them and fight
against the false doctrines of this world and the attacks of Satan.
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God has placed the five-fold ministry and in particular pastors within our lives to help us to live Godly in
Christ Jesus. Submit to them, honor them, and when the "Chief Shepherd" Jesus Christ comes; you will
find yourself rewarded with eternal life. God not only wanted to deliver you from your sins but also to see
you become fruitful in the kingdom of God. The ministry has been sent to help you become all that God
wants you to be. God's plan is perfect and we cannot help but see positive results when we submit to the
leadership ordained by God.
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